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Case study 3: The Vietnam War

SOURCE 2 5
A poor feudal nation had beaten a
great colonial power ... It meant a lot;
not just to us but to people all over the
world.

Viet Minh commander Vo Nguyen Giap
commenting on the victory over France
in 1954.

SOURCE 25

It was generally agreed that had an
election been held, Ho Chi Minh would
have been elected Fremier .. at the
time of the fighting, possibly 80 per
cent of the population would have
voted for the communist Ho Chi Minh
as their leader

President Eisenhower writing after the
Vietnam War.

Although Americans were releved at the ouicome ofthe Cuban Criss i id not reduce ther fear
of Commurism. Verysoo they foundthemseles lockedinacostyvar i Vienam,which put
ion mark over the very policy

Origins of the Vietnam War

Vietnam had a long history of fighting outsiders.

Fighting the Japanese

Before the Second World War, Vietnam (or Indochina as it was called then) had been ruled by
France. During the war the region was conquered by the Japanese. They treated the Vietnamese
people savagely. As a result, a strong anti-Japanese resistance movement (the Viet Minh) emerged
under the leadership of Communist Ho Chi Minh.

Ho was a remarkable ndividual. He had lived i the USA, Britain and France. In the 10205 he
Had studied Communism in the USSR. In 1930 he had founded the Indochinese Communist P
He inspired the Vietnamese people to fight the Japanese.

When the Second World War ended, the Vet Minh entered the northern city of Hanoi in 1945
and declared Vietnam independent.

Fighting the French
“The French had other deas. In 1945 they came back wanting to rule Vietnam again, but Ho was
not prepared to let this happen. nine the Viet Minh who
controlled the north of the country and the French who controlled much of the south.

From 194 Ho by China, which had became a Communist state in 1949, You

s of war

SOURCE 97

havealeady st how e USA deat withasimilar siuato in Koren (pages 96-99) o how

Quang Duc, a 73-year-old Buddhist
priest, burns himself to death in protest
against the attacks on Buddbist shrines.
by the government of South Vietnam

in 1963

Vietham War

xpect the USA to react to this pI In this ither than sending troops o
getting a UN resolution the USA poured $500 millon a year into the French war efort. Despite ths
the French were unable to hold on to the country and pulled out of Vietnam in 1954.

A peace conference was held in Geneva and the couniry was divided into North and South
Vietnam until elections could be held to decide its future (see Source 25).

Why did US involvement escalate?

Under the terms of the ceasefire, elections were to be held within two years to reunite the country.
‘You will remember how the USA criticised Stalin for not holding free elections in Soviet-controlled
eastern Europe after the war (see pages 82-5). In Vetnam in 1954 the USA applied a different
rule. It prevented the elections from taking place because it feared that the Communisis would win
(see Source 26).

Why did the Americans do this? Their policy bi
and ignorance. President Ei rand hi State JF Dulles that
China and the USSR were planning to spread Communism throughout Asia. The idea was often
teferred to as the domi o If Vietnam fell ism, then Laos, Cambodia, Thailand,
Burma:and possibly even India might also fall — just ike a row of dominoes. The Americans were
determined to resist the spread of Communism in Vietnam, which they saw as the first domino in
the row: Howerer, their methods and policies showed their ignorance of the Vietnamese people and
the region.
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1 Many neutral observers in
Vietnam were critical of US policy

towards Diem's regime. Explain

why.
2 Explain how US politicians would
have defended their policies.

Gulf of
Tonking

17th parallel — border
between North and
South Vietnam agreed
1954

200 km
Scale
Communist-controlled areas in
the mid 19605
—>— Ho Chi Minh trail

Vietnam in the mid 1960s

Vietnam War

Financial support for Diem's regime

In 1955 the Americans helped Ngo Dinh Diem to set up the Republic of South Vietnam. They

supported him because he was bitterly anti-Communist and was prepared to imprison or exile

Communists. However, Dien’s regime was very unpopular with the Vietnamese people.

@ He belonged to the landlord class, which treated the Vietnamese peasants with contempt.

@  He was a Christian and showed fittle respect for the Buddhist religion of most Vietnamese
peasats (see Source 27).

o Die's regimevas o el corrupt.Heapoited membersofis il o ter
supporters to positions of pover hold el even for |

‘The Americans were concerned and frustrated by his actions, but as Dulles said, ‘We knew of no

one better” The USA supported Dienrs regime with around $1.6 billion in the 1950s. Diem was

overthrown by his own army leaders in November 1963, but the governments that followed were

equally corrupt. Even so, they also received massive US support.

The emergence of the Viet Cong

The actions of these anti-Communist governments increased support among the ordinary peasaas
for the Communist-led National Front or the Liberarion of South Vietuam, which was setup in
Decerber 1960. This movement was usually called the Viet Cong. It ncluded South Vietnamese
‘opponents of the government, but also large numbers of Communist North Vietnamese taking
their orders from Ho Chi Minh. Peasats who did not support the Viet Cong faced intimidation and
violence from them.

‘The Viet Cong also started a guerrilla war against the South Vietnamese government. Using
the Ho Chi Minh trail (see Source 28), the Viet Cong sent einforcements and ferried supplies
to guerrilla fighters. These South V forces, officials and
buildings. They gradually made the countryside unsafefor government forces. They also attacked
American airforce and supply bases.

In response the South Vietnamese government launched their ‘strategic hamlet’ programme,
which involved moving peasant villages from Viet Cong-controlled areas to areas controlled by the
South Vietnamese government. The Americans helped by supplying building materials, money
food and equipment for the villagers to build improved farms and houses.In practice this policy
backfied as the peasants resented it — and corrupt offcials pocketed money meant to buy supplies
for the villagers.
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From ‘advisers’ to combat troops

By 1962 President was personnel (he always called them ‘advisers) to
help the South Vietnamese army fight the Viet Cong (see Source 29). However, Kennedy said he was
determined that the USA would not ‘blunder into war, unclear about aims or how to get out again’.
He was a keen historian himself and had studied the USAs past successes and failures. He was well
aware from the Korean war e years earler what could and could not be achieved by military
intervention.

However President Kennedy was assassinated in 1063. His successor, Lyndon Johnson, was
‘more prepared than Kennedy to commit the USA to a full-scale conflict in Vietnam to prevent the
spread of Communism.

In August 1964, North Vietnamese patrol boats opened fre on US ships in the Gulfof Tonkin.
Ina furious reaction, the US Congress passed the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, which gave the President
power to ‘ake all necessary meastres o prevent further aggression and achieve peace and
security’. It effectively meant that Johnson could take the USA into a full-scale war if he felt it was
necessary and very soon he did.

In February 1965 the US started Operation Rolling Thunder —a gigantic bombing
campaign against North Vietnamese citis, factories, army bases and the Ho Chi Minh Trai,
which continued for three years.

On 8 March 1965, 3,500 US marines, combat troops rather than advisers, came ashore at

3 of 14,

‘The USA was now officially at war in Vietnam.



SOURCE 29

Firstis the simple fact that South
Vietnam, o member of the free

world famiy,is striving to preserve its
independence from Communist attack.
Second, South East Asia has great
significance in the forward defence of
the USA. For Hanoi, the immediate
object s limited: conquest of the south
and national unification. For Peking,
however, Hano's victory would only be
afirst step towards eventual Chinese
dominance of the two Vietnams

and South East Asia and towards
exploitation of the new strategy in
other parts of the worid.
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Robert McNamara, US Defence
Secretary, explaining in 1964 why he
supported the policy of sending US
troops to Vietnam.

Compare Source 29 with Source 2 on

page 96. How similar are the arguments
used in 1964 about Vietnam to those
used in 1950 about Korea?

Make sure you can recall:

+ two reasons why Communism was
becoming stronger in Vietnam

+ two measures taken by the USA to
resist the spread of Communism.

Why did US send troops to Vietnam?

“The answer o this quesii bious! i was because of the policy and the
“domino theory’ That is cmamly ‘how the President and his advisers explained i (see Source 29 for
example). However there isa ial view held by some hi that poverful groups
within the USA wanted a war.
]n 1961 Presldem Elsenhower ‘himself warned that America had developed a powerful
e ‘huge budgets to the military
These huﬂgels Were spent by some of Ameri jes. Thus, both

the armed forces and business actually gained from conflict. Eisenhower did not accuse business
and military leaders of anything, but in his lastspeech as President he warned the American people
not to let these groups become too influential. Some historians believe that this was a factor in
American involvement in Vietnam, but it is hotly disputed by others.

SOURCE 3y

600- Mainly Mainty
[T advisers Combat troops

g

5

in Vietnam (thousands)

g

g

8
15
US dead (thousands)

US troops and adviss

1960 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74
Kennedy Johnson Nixon

US troops and deaths in Vietnam, 1960-74. US troops were not the only foreign
soldiers in the war. About 46,000 Australian and New Zealand troops fought too.

Why did the USA get increasingly involved in Vietnam?

1 Draw a timeline of the period 194565,

2 Mark on it increasing American involvement using the following headings:
+ No direct American involvement
+ Finandial support
+ Political involvement
+ Military involvement

3 Write annotations to show the date on which each of these phases started and
what events triggered the increasing involvement.

4 Choose two events that you think were critical in increasing the USA's
involverent in the war in Vietnam. Explain your choice.

Vietham War
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Tactics and technology in the
Vietnam War

With hindsight it i easyto seethat the American decision o ge fully involved in the war was a
huge gamble. But oliical eaders i not have the benefi of hindsight. They made their decision
on the basis of wha they knew and believed a th time. They knew ther technology and firepovier
‘was superior 0 the Vit Cong and they believed that would allow them to win the wa.

Howerer they vere soon proved wrong, s time wore on it became clar that the USA needed
morethan money and technology o win this kind of war. On the next four pages you will ind out
‘why by comparing Viet Cong and US tactics. Focus Task B will direct your reading.

_

Why couldn’t the Americans win?

Stage 1 - Understand the tactics

1 Work in pairs. Take either the Viet Cong or the Americans. Use page 114 or 115 to find out about the your
side’s tactics. Create a diagram by following these ste
+ In the inner circle record the tactics.
+ In the outer circle the reason for using those tactics.
+ Draw lines to show how the tactics and reasons are connected.
Compare your diagram with your partner's.

Stage 2 - Thinking it through

2 Make your own table like this, then using your research from stage 1 record in columns 2 and 4 how far each
side had these qualities. You can add further rows if you think of other important qualities.

Qualities The US army ( M* Viet Cong

Well-trained soldiers
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The right technology

Reliable supplies and equipment

Effective tactics

Support from the Vietnamese population

Motivated and committed soldiers

Other

3 Next, in each row of column 3, draw some scales to show which way the balance falls for this quality. Did the
USA or the Viet Cong have the advantage?
4 Now think about the overall picture ~ how the strengths and weaknesses work together.
2) Were the armies finely balanced? Or was the balance strongly weighted to one side or the other?
b) Which quality was most important in determining who won the war? Was one so important that being
ahead in that area meant that other advantages or disadvantages did not matter?
Stage 3 — Explaining your conclusions
5 Now write up your answer. You could use this structure:
2) Describe how the failure of the US army was a combination of its own weaknesses and Viet Cong strengths.
b) Give balanced examples of US successes and failures.
©) Give balanced examples of Viet Cong successes and failures.
d) Choose one American weakness and one Viet Cong strength that you think were absolutely vital in
preventing the USA from beating the Viet Cong and explain the significance of the points you have chosen.

Find five reasons why the USA could not defeat the Viet Cong. Make sure you can recall:
+ two or three strengths of the Viet Cong (with examples)

o o thes weskneehof he USA with exampls.
V| Nnam Ar E nf 14
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Vietham War

Viet Cong tactics

In early 1965 the Viet Cong had about 170,000 soldiers. They were
heavily outnumbered and outgunned. They were no match for the
US and South Vietnamese forces in open warfare. In November 1965
in the La Dreng Valley, US forces killed 2,000 Viet Cong for the loss of
300 troops. However, this did not daunt Ho Chi Minh.

Guerilla warfare

Ho had been in China and seen Mao TSe-tung use guerrilla warfare to

achieve a Communist victory The principles of guerrila warfare were

simple: etreat when th attacks; raid canps;

antack when the enemy tires; pursue when the enemy retreats. Ho had

sucessflly used hese guerrill tacties himsel o driv out he Fench.
did

Civilians

Ho knew how ot s 0 kep the populaton on i e The
Viet Cong fig
Vietnamese peasans, They helped the peasants n the feds during busy
periods. Horwever, the Viet Cong could be ruthless — they were quite
prepared to kill peasants who opposed them o who co-operated with
their enemnies. They also conducted a campaign of teror against the
police, tax collectors, teachers and any other employees of the South
Vietnamese government. Between 1966 and 1971 the Viet Cong killed an
estimated 27,000 civilians.

Supplies
The Viet Cong depended on supplies from North Vietnam that came
long the Ho Chi Mih trail US and South Vietnamese planes bombed

Guerrilla warfare the US army. Guerill
‘not wear uniform. They were hard 1o tell apart from the peasans in the
villages. They had no known base camp or headquarters, They worked
in small groups with limited weapons. They attacked then disappeared
into the jungle,into the villages o into tunnels (see Source 32).
Guerrilla attacks aimed to wear down enemy soldiers and wreck
their morale. US soldiers lived in constant fear of ambushes or booby
traps such as pitsflled with sharpened bamboo stakes. One of the
least popular duties for US soldiers was going ‘on point’, which
meant leading the patrol checking for booby traps— 11 per cent of US
casualties were caused by booby traps. Another 51 per cent were from
ambushes or hand-to-hand combat. The Viet Cong favoured close-
quarter fighting because it knew that the Americans would not use their
superior guns for fear of hlting their own troops. This was known as
“hanging on to the American belts’.

SOURCE 3 1 SOURCE 3>

this constantly, but 40,000 Vietnamese worked to keep it open whatever
the cost.

Commitment

‘The total of Viet Gong and North Vietnamese dead in the war has been
estimated at 1 million — far higher than US losses. However, this was
a price that Ho Chi Minh was prepared to pay. Whatever the casualties,
there were replacement troops available. The greatest strength of the
Viet Cong fighters was that they simply refused to give in.

1 One Viet Cong leader said: The people are the water.
Our armies are the fish.” What do you think he meant?

2 Find evidence on pages 114-115 to support the view
that:

+ the VietCong had the support of the people

+ they did not.

| remember sitting at this wretched
little outpost one day with a couple
of my sergeants. We'd been manning
this thing for three weeks and running
patrols off it. We were grungy and
sore with jungle rot and we'd suffered
about nine or ten casualties on a
recent patrol. This one sergeant of
mine said, You know, Lieutenant, |
don't see how we're ever going to win
this.” And | said, "Well, Sarge, I'm not
supposed to say this to you as your
officer — but | don't either.” So there
was this sense that we just couldn't
see what could be done to defeat
these people.

Philip Caputo, a lieutenant in the
Marine Corps in Vietnam in 1965-66,
speaking in 1997,

A Viet Cong tunnel complex. To avoid the worst effects of American air

Cong built a vast network of

ser, the iet
tunnels, probably around

&-14



US tactics
Bombing
‘The main US tactic was bombing, For seven years from 196572 the
USA bombed military and industrial targets in North Vietnam; they
bombed towns and cities in North and South Vietnam; they bombed
the Ho Chi Minh trail; ey bombed Vietnam'’s neighbours Laos and
Cambodia (who were sympathetic to the Vet Cong).
o some extent bombing worked.
@ Itdamaged North Vietnam’s war effort and it disrupted supply routes.
® From 1970 to 1972, intense bombing of North Vietnam forced them
1o negotiate for peace.
However, air power could not defeat the Commaunists. It could only
slow them down. Even after major air raids on North Vietnam in 1972,
the Communists were still able to launch a major assault on the South.
Even more imporiant, civilian casualies helped turn the Vietnamese
people against the Americans.

Search and destroy

To combat U General

developed d d He set ily defended US
bases in Snum Wemzm near m the rmsls ‘From here helicopters full of
troops would h out and destroy any Viet

Cong forces they found. Soldiers had to send back reports of body counts.
Search-and-destroy missions did kill Viet Cong soldiers, but there
were problems.
@ The raids were ofien based on inadequate information.
Inexperienced US troops often walked into traps.
Innocent villages were mistaken for Viet Cong strongholds. For
every Viet Cong weapon captured by search and destroy; there was a
body count of ix. Many of these were innocent civilians.
Search-and-destroy tactics made the US and South Vietnamese
forces very unpopular with the peasans. It pushed them towards
supporting the Viet Cong.

SOURCE 33

You would go out, you would secure a piece of terrain during
the daylight hours, [but at night] you'd surrender that —
and | mean literally surender ... you'd give it up, because

... the helicopters would come in and pick you up at night
and fiy you back to the security of your base camp.

Lieutenant Colonel George Forrest, US Army.

US troops

In the early stages of the war most US troops were professional soldiers.

Morale was good and they performed well. However,as the war

intensified the US needed more soldiers so they introduced the draft

(conscription). As soon s young men leftschool or college they could

be called up into the US army. So from 1967:

®  Many soldiers were young men who had never been in the military

before. The average age of US troops was only 19.

In theory American troops came from all walks of . In reality

the majority of combat troops were from poor and immigrant

backgrounds.

The conscripts knew little about Vietnam — and some cared little

about democracy or communism. They just wanted to get home

alive. In contrast the Viet Cong were fighting for their own country,

and a cause many of them believed in.

® Morale among the US conscripts was often very low. To tackle this
problem the generals introduced a policy of giving troops justa
one-year term of service. This backfired because as soon s the
soldiers gained experience they were sent home.

SOURCE 3 4

A ten-year-old Vietnamese gil, Phan Thi Kim, runs naked
after tearing her buming clothes from her body following a
napalm attack in 1972. This photograph became one of the
most enduring images of the war.

Chemical weapons

The US also used chemical weapons to combat the Viet Cong.

© Agent Orange was highly toxic ‘weedkiller’ sprayed from

planes to destroy the jungle where the Viet Cong hid. The

Americans used 82 millon ltres of Agent Orange to spray

thousands of square Kilometres of jungle.

Napalm was another widely used chemical weapon. It destrojed

jungles where guerrillas might hide. It also burned through skin to
the bone

o Many civiians and solders were s klled o harmed by these

Viett{ath War

SOURCE 3G

In the end anybody who was stillin that country was
the enemy. The same village you'd gone in to give them
medical treatment .... you could go through that village
later and get shot at by a sniper. Go back in and you
would not find anybody. Nobody knew anything. We were
trying to work with these people, they were basically doing
a number on us. You didn't trust them anymore. You didn’t
trust anybody.

Fred Widmer, an American soldier, speakigg in 1969.
7ot 14,
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The Tet Offensive

Despite these problems the offcial American view of the war from 1965 to 1967 was that it was
going reasonably vell. The US and South Vietnamese forces were killing large numbers of Viet
Cong. Although they were struggling against guerrilla tactics they were confident that the enemy
‘was being worn down. The press reports reflected this positive view.

This confidence was shattered early i 1963, During the New Year holiday; Viet Cong fighters
attacked over 100 cities and other military targets. One Viet Cong commando unit tried to capture
the US embassy in Saigon. US forces had to fight to regain control room by room. Around 4500
Viet Cong fighers tied down a much farger US and South Vietnamese force in Saigon for two days.

In many ways the Tet Offensive was a disaster for the Communists. They had hoped that the
people of South Vietnam would rise up and join them. They didn't The Viet Cong lost around
10,000 experience fighters and were badly weakened by it

However, the Tet Offensive proved to be a turning point in the war because it raised hard
‘questions in the USA about the war.

There were nearly 500,00 troops in Vietnam and the USA was spending $20 billion a year on
the war. So why had the Communists been able to launch a major offensive that took US forces
completely by surprise?

US and South Vietnamese forces quickly retook the towns captured in the offensive, but in the
process they used enormous amounis of arillery and i power. Many civilians were killed. The
ancient city of Hue was destroyed. Was this right?
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SOURCE 3@

The media

Until this point media coverage of the war was
generall positve, although some journalists
were beginning to ask difficult questions in 1967.
During the Tet Offensive the gloves came off
(GBS journalist Walter Cronkite (see Source 36)
asked ‘What the hel i going on? [ thought we
were winning this war'. Don Oberdorfer of The
Washington Post later wrote (in 1971) that as a.
resultof the Tt Offensive ‘the American people
and most of their leaders reached the conclusion
that the Vietnam War would require greater
efort over a far longer period of time than it was
worth’

SOURCE 31

The Tet Offensive was the decisive
battle of the Vietnam War because

of its profound impact on American
attitudes about involvement in
Southeast Asia. In the aftermath of Tet,
many Americans became disillusioned
... To the American public and even
to members of the administration,

the offensive demonstrated that

US intervention ... had produced
anegligble effect on the will and
capabiliy of the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese.

Extract from The Tet Offensive:
CBS News journalist Walter Cronkite reporting in Vietnam in February 1968. He was Intelligence Failure in War
regarded as the most trusted man in America. by James Wirtz.

Vietham War 8of 14




ue3g ———— The peace movement in the USA
One does not use napalm on villages

and hamlets sheltering civiians If one s gor yar on such a cale the government had to have the supportof the American people. With
attempting to persuiade these people of g and injurie to so many young Americans, public pinion had been turning against he var
the rightriess of one’s cause. One does. gyep before the Tet Offnsive. Aftr it th trickle of anti-war eeling became a lood.

not defoliate [destroy the vegetation g The war was draining money that could be used to better purposes at home (see Sources 39

of] the country and deform its people and 40). Yet despite all that spending the USA did not seem to be any closer to winning the war.
with chemicals if one is attempting to e The draft exposed racial inequality in the USA: 30 per cent of African Americans were drafted
persuade them of the foe’s evil nature. compared to only 19 per cent of white Americans; 22 per cent of US casualties were black

. ) Americans,even though this group made up only 11 per cent of the total US force. World
An American comments on US policy  champion boser Muhammad Al refused to oin the army o the grounds ofhis Musli i,
: ipped ofhis worldttle and his passport was removed. Al was a follovr of the
radical Black Power group called Nation of Islam. They argued: How could they fght for a
country which discriminated against them at home? As some of them pointed out, ‘the Viet
Cong never called us nigger'.
©  Most damaging of all an increasing number of Americans felt deeply uncomfortable about
‘what was going on in Vietnam.
The Vietnam War was a media war. Thousands oftelevision, radio and newspaper reporters, anda
‘vast army of photographers sent back to the USA and Europe reports and pictures of the fighting.
The newspapers showed crying children burned by American napalm bombs (see Source 34).
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riticising in Source 397 Television showed prisoness being tortured or executed, or women and children watching with
2 Which do you think is more hoeror as their house s set on fire. To see such casual violence beamed into the lving rooms of
effective as a criticism of the the USA was deeply shocking to the average American. Was this why 900,000 young Americans had
Vietnam War - Source 38, 39 or been drafted? Instead of Vietnam being a symbol of a US crusade against Communism, Vietnam
407 Give reasons based on the tat b ol of defeat, confusion and moral corruption. The most powerful llutration of
source and your knowledge of the | < EE T
eyl o s was the My Lai massacre (see page 118).
‘The anti-war protsts reached their height during 196370 led by students and civl rights
campaigaers.
SOURCE ® Inthe first half of 1068, there were over 100 demonstrations against the
Vietnam War involving 40,000 studets. Frequently,the protest would involve
“There's Money Enough To Support Both Of You — burning the American flag — a criminal offence in the USA and a powerful

Now, I 't That Make You Feel Better?”
o T TR Ron e symbol of the students' rejection of American values. Studens taunted the

American President Lyndon B Johnson with the chant ‘Hey, Hey LBJ; how many
kids did you kill oday?”

In November 1969, almost 700,000 anti-war protesters demonstrated in
Washington DC. Itwas the largest political protest in American history.

SOURCE A0y

This confused war has played havoc with our domestic destinies.
The promises of the great society have been shot down on the
batlefields of Vietnam. The purs.it of this wicened war has
narrowed the promised dimensions of the domestic welfare
programs, making the poor —white and Negro — bear the heaviest
burdens both at the front and at home.

The war has put us in the position of protecting a corrupt
‘goverment that is stacked against the poor. We are spending
$500,000 to kill every Viet Cong soldier while we spend only $53 for
every person considered to be in poverty in the USA. It has put us in
a position of appearing to the world as an arrogant nation. Here we
are 10,000 miles away from home fighting for the so-called freedom
of the Vietnamese peaple when we have so much to do in our own
o ek e o S, 96) country.

An American cartoon from 1967.  Civil rights leader Martin Luther King speaking in the USA in April 1968,

Vietnam War 9 of '1 4.
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SOURCE 41
Mest of the soldiers had never been
away from home before they went into
senvice. And they end up in Vietnam
going there many of them because
they thought they were going to do
something courageous on behalf of
their country, something which they
thought was in the American idel.
But it didn't mean slaughtering
whole villages of women and children.
One of my fiiends, when he told me
about i, said: "You know it was @ Nazi
kind of thing." We didt go there to be
Nazis. At least none of the people |
knew went there to be Nazs.

Written by Ronald Ridenhour, a US
soldier in Vietnam. He was not at My
Lai, but interviewed many witnesses and
Started a campsign to pressure he US
investigate properly.

SOURCE 4

A photograph taken at My Lai on
16 March 1968 by Ron Haeberle
(see Source 43).

(1
1 Why do you think it took twelve
months for anyone to do anything
about the massacre?
2 Why was the massacre so
shocking to the American public?

1 Source 43 was written by someone
who worked for the US Army. Does
that make it a trustworthy source?

The My Lai massacre

In March 1968, a unit of young led Charlie Gt search-and-
T F e, RS f A ———
200 Viet Cong guerrillas. They had been ordered to destroy all houses, dwellings and livestock. They
had been told that all the villagers would have left for market because it was a Saturday. Most of them
Were under the impression that they had been ordered to kill everyone they found in the village.

Early in the morning of 16 March, Charlie Company arrived in My Lai. In the next four hours,
between 300 and 400 civilians were killed. They were mostly women, children and old men. Some
were killed while they worked in their ields. Many of them were mown down by machine-gun fire
s they were herded into an irrigation ditch. Others were shot in their homes. No Viet Cong were
found inthe village. Only three weapons were recovered.

‘Something dark and bloody’
Atthe time, the army treated the operation as a success. The commanding offcer's report said that
20 non-combatants had been killed by accident inthe attack,but the restofthe dead were recorded
a5 being Viet Cong. The officers and men involved were praised.

Hoviever, twelve months ater,  leter arived in the offces of 30 eading politicians and
government offcialsin Washington. It was written by Ronald Ridenhour, an American soldier
who had served in Vietnam and who personally knew many ofthe soldiers who took part i the
massacre. He had evidence, hesaid, of ‘something rather dark and bloody' that had occurred in My
Lai —or Pinkville as the American soldiers called it He recounted in detal the sories he had been
told about what had taken place and asked Congress o investigate.

Investigation

Soon after, Life magazine, one of the most influential magazines inthe USA, published
photographs of the massacre at My Lai (see Source 42) that had been taken by an official army
photographer. This triggered an investigation that ended in the trial for mass murder of Lieutenant
William Calley He was an offcer in Charlie Company. He had personally shot many of the people

in the rrigation ditch at My L. In September 1969 he was formally charged with murdering 109
people. Ten other members of the company and the commanding offcers were also charged.

Aftermath

‘The revelations were deeply shocking o the American people. The charges were also too much for
the army They placed responsibilty on Calley: They denied that Calley was acting under orders. His
seor offcers were acquitted. Aftr a long court case surrounded by massive media attention and
publiciy, Calley was found guily of the murder of 22 civilians. In August 1971 he was sentenced to
20years’ hard labour. In November 1974 he was released.

SOURCE 43

| think | was in a kind of daze from seeing ll these shootings and not seeing any
retuming fire. Yet the killing kept going on. The Americans were rounding up the
people and shooting them, not taking any prisoners .... | was part of it, everyone
who was there was part of it and that includes the General and the Colonel flying
above in their helicopters ... Just as soon as | tumed away | heard firing. | saw
people drop. They started falling on top of each other, one on top of the other.

1 just kept on walking. | did not pay any attention to who did it. By that time |
knew what the score was. It was an atrocity ... | notice this one small boy had
been shot in the foot ... he was walking toward the group of bodies looking for his
mother ... then suddenly | heard a crack and ... | saw this child flip on top of the
pile of bodies. The Gl just stood and walked away. No remorse. Nothing.

Ron Haeberle, the US Army official photographer. His black and white pictures
forthe Amy and s olourphotographs taken ith his own prvate camera had 3
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Ending the war in Vietnam

After the Tet: Oﬂenswe Plesldemjnhnsnn concluded that the war could not be won militarily.
He reduced th North Vietam his offcials to begin
‘negotiating for peace wxm the Communists.

Johnson also announced that he would not be seeking re-election s President It was an
admission of failure. In the electic both candid: paigned to end US involvement
in Viemam. The anti-war feeling was so strong that if they had supported continuing the war they
‘would have had no chance of being elected anyway. It was no longer a question of ‘could the USA
win the war?’ but ‘how can the USA get out of Vietnam without it looking like a defeat?”

A new President

In November 1068 Richard Nixon was elected President. From 1969 to 1973 he and his National
Security Adviser Henry Kissinger worked to end US involvement in Vietnam. This was not easy
because the bigger question of how to contain world Communism — the one that had got the USA
into Vietnam in the first place — had not gone away They did not want to appear simply to hand
Vietnam to the Communists. They used a range of strategies.
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Improved relations with USSR and China Peace negotiations with North Vietnam

In'1969 the USSR and China fel out. I scemed possible that there | From early 1969, Kissinger had regular mestings with th chief Vieinamese
would even be a war between these o powerful Communist peace negotiator,Le Duc Tho.

countries. As a result, both the USSR and China tried to improve

relations with the USA.

“Vietnamisation’ of the war effort Increased bombing

In Vietnam Nixon began handing responsibilty for the war to South | At the same time Nixon increased bombing campaigns against North
Vietnamese forces and withdrawing US troops. Between April 1960 | Vietnam to show he was not weak. US and South Vieinamese troops also
and the end of 1971 almost 400,000 US troops left Vetnam, invaded Viet Cong bases in Cambodia, causing outrage across the world,
and even in the USA.

‘Peace with honour’
In Parisin January 1973 all partes signed a peace agreement. Nixon described itas ‘peace with
honour' Others disagreed (see Source 44), but the door was now open for Nixon to pull out all US
troops. By 29 March 1973, the last American forces had left Vietnam.

1t not clear whether Nixon really believed he had secured a lasting peace settlement. But
‘within two years, without the support of the USA, South Vietnam had fallen to the Communists.

One ofthe American faifure in Vietnam was the telei desperate
v  children rying to clamber aboard A i ing off from
All around them Ce i through Saigon. After 30 years of cor

conflct, thesiruggle for control of Vietnam ha finally been sttled and the Communists had won.

y SOURCE A4
Source Analysis P
1 Describe the attitude of Source 4 | FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS
to the agreement of January 1973. ... the nation began at last to extricate itself from a quicksandy war that had

2 Are you surprised by this source? plagued four Presidents and driven one fiom office, that had sundered the
country more deeply than any event since the Civil War, that in the end came to
be seen by a great majority of Americans as having been a tragic mistake.

.. but its more grievous toll was paid at home — a wound to the spirit so sore
that news of peace stirred only the relief that comes with an end to pain. Awar
that produced no famous victories, no national heroes and no strong patriotic
songs, produced no memorable armistice day celebrations either. America was
to0 exhausted by the war and too chary of peace to celebrate.

H Reaction to the agreement of January 1973 in ,t‘lhe mﬂuemal lg.encan ?N
Vietnam War i AR 4




o ask A

Why did US policy fail in Vietnam?

Despite all the money they spent and the effort they put in, the US failed to contain the spread of Communism to South

Vietnam. You are now going to consider the reasons for this.

1 Make cards like these. On each card write an explanation or paste a source which shows the importance of the reason, i.e.
how it damaged the policy of containment. Add other cards if you think there are reasons you should consider.

2 Lay your cards out on a large sheet of paper and add lines to show connections between the reasons. Wite an explanation
of the connection.

Us military tactics in | | The unpopularity of | | The experience of the | | Opposition in the Other countries”
Vietnam the South Vietnamese | | Viet Cong and the UsA support for the Viet
regime inexperience of the cong

American soldiers

How did the Vietnam War affect the policy
of containment?

‘The American policy of containment was in tatters.
It had failed militarily. The war had shown that even the USA's vast military sirength could
notstem the spread of Communism.
1 had also failed strategically. Not only did the USA fail to stop South Vietnam going
Communist, but the heavy bombing of Vietnam’s neighbours, Laos and Cambodia, actually
helped the Communist forces in those countries to win support. By 1975 both Laos and
Cambodia had Communist governments. Instead of slowing down the domino effect in the
region, American policies actually speeded it up.
Itwas also a propaganda disaster. The Americans had always presented their campaign
against C moral crusade. il d by American soldi
and the dz
“democracy’ the Americans were seen 10 be propping up a government that did not have the
support of its own people.
Theses failures greatly affected the USA's future policies towards Communist sates. Aftr the war,
the Americans tried to improve their relations with China. They ended their block on China's
‘membership of the UN. The President made visits to China. The USA also entered into a period of
greater understanding with the Soviet Union. In fact, during the 1970s both the Soviet Union and
China got on better with the USA than they did with each other.

‘The Americans also became very suspicious of involving their troops in any other conflict
that they could not easily and overwhelmingly win. This was an attitude that continued to affect
American foreign policy into the twenty-first century.

ne o 8
Use these cards for your revision.
Take a photo of your completed
layout showing and annotating the
connections. This wil be a gor
essay plan if you have to write on
this topic for an assignment. Make
sure you can remember one piece of
auidence to go with each point.
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How successful was the USA's policy of containment in Vietnam?

1 Look back at your chart from page 109. Complete it for the Vietnam War.

2 You have now looked at three very different case studies of the USA's attempts
1o contain Communism. Using the work you have done for the Focus Tasks on
pages 99, 109 and this page, explain:

+ how far did the policy of containment succeed
+ what the main reasons for its success or failure were.

A

oh L
Al these case studies are important because they each show different aspects
of containment in action. Make sure you are equally confident about each
one and can explain in your own words whether it was a success o failure for
containment.
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and a capitalist south but the north, with the help of Communist China, tried

Nijclear deterent 1o take over the south too.

Operation Rolling Thunder

Speration oo 10 The USA decided to help the south to resist the threat of the Communist
north by first sending money and advisers then combat troops.

Search and desticy 11 They got more and more involved, to the point where hundreds of

SEATD thousands of US troops were fighting in Vietnam (the US introduced

i:""g;"':r’l‘;ie conscription to provide enough soldiers), and thousands were being killed

United Nations

e e 12 Despite all this investment the US was not winning this war. The war lost
Wi 52 ISERIINREEIES support at home and the USA decided to withdraw from Vietnam and leave
v:: v::ﬁ | South Vietnam toits fate. It finally fel to the Communists in 1975.

Vietnamisation

Warsaw Pact
S xam Practice

See pages 168-175 and pages 316-319 for advice on the different types of
questions you might face.
1 (a) Describe the Domino Theory. [4]
(b)  Explain why the USA sent troops to Vietnam in the mid 1960s. [6]
(<) 'The Americans failed in Vietnam because they used the wrong tactics.’
How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer. [10]
2 Study Source 15 on page 103. How reliable is this source? Use the source and
your knowledge to explain your answer. [7]
3 Study Sources 19 and 20 on page 106. How similar are these two sources?
| Use the source and your knowledge to explin your answer. (]

eporde | :
Kevwo napte an T
Make sure you know what these Contalnmint 2
terms mean and be able to define ; ; ;o 2
them confidently 1 The USA was anti-Communist and wanted to limit the spread of F
§ AbetOrange Communism around the world — this policy was called containment. 2
+ Armistice Korea &
+ Arms race 2 When a Communist government tried to take over in Korea in 1950 the USA a
+ Atomic bomb/H bomb sent troops to help prevent Korea falling to the Communists. &
# Bay of Figs 3 The result was a stalemate and in 1953 Korea was divided into a Communist o
+ Blockade north (friendly towards China) and a capitalist south (friendly towards the &
+ Capitalism Ush). g
+ CENTO Cuba =S
+ Cold War o ) » 8
+ Cominform 4 Cuba turned Communist in 1959. Cuba is a large island very close to the 2
+ Communism . 5
+ Containment 5 In the 1960s there was a nuclear arms race between the USA and USSR with =3
+ Conventional weapons ever more dangerous nuclear weapons being developed and tested by both o
+ Democra sides. <
4 Dictator 6 The Soviet leader Khrushchev sent nuclear weapons to Cuba. The USA and 2
+ Diplomatic relations much of the world were worred that this might ead to the first nuclear war =
+ Domino theory with dreadiful consequences. =
+ Draft 7 The US President Kennedy ordered a blockade of Cuba to prevent the 8
+ Guenilla warfare weapons arriving and the crisis was averted. Better relations between the g
+ Ho Chi Minh Trail two leaders followed. 2
¢ 1CBM Vietnam z
§ iclochine 8 The next area of worry was South-east Asia where Communism was very =
¢ [ntelligence (as in CIA} strong. The USA believed in the domino theory —if one country turned
¢ Landlord/peasant Communist then the neighbouring countries would follow so they wanted to
: mf"?l stop any country turning Communist.
Issilergap 9 In 1954 following a civil war Vietnam was divided into a Communist north
+ Napalm
.
.
.
B
.
.
+
.
.
.
.
.
.
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