iGCSE History in a nutshell

How secure was the Soviet Unions control of Eastern Europe?
Focus on: Poland and Solidarity

What was Solidarity?

e T+ was a trade union formed in the early 14%0s (An alliance of
workers, intellectuals and the Catholic Uhurehn)

e Originated at the Lenin Shipyard v Gdavsk, Poland
o Led by Lech Walsea (Aw electrician)
o At its height it had ¢4 willion members

Why was Solidarity formed?

e Tw response to widespread dissatisfaction with communist rule (similar story to
Hungary and Ceechoslovakia)

o The Polish ecovomy was doivg badly - Waiv protest over food shortages and
increasivg prices of food and lack of consumer goods.

Was this the first time there had been protests in Poland?
e No — there were riots in 1956

e  These were ‘subdued’ as Khrushehev introduced a vew ‘wore woderate’ leader —
Gomulka & Poland ivtroduced a number of ecovomic reforms moving away from rigid
communist doctrive.

e  There was no attempt to leave the Warsaw Pact, the Red Army remaived v place
and Poland continued to form part of the buffer zone’ between the Bast and west,
(So vo Soviet invasion needed!)

o However, between 1956 +o 1a20s, there were ongoing protests.
o Stalinis reputed to have said, ‘communism suits Poland like a saddle suits a pig'l

What did Solidarity demand?

o August 14B0 - 21 demavds, includivg lower food prices but also the right +o
orgavise free trade unions and the right to strike.
o They also beaan a campaign for ALL workers v the Eastern Bloc.

What was the Polish Government’s response?

o Theyagreed to the 21 demands BUT

o Tebruary1a1 the leadership chavged +o General Jaruzelski

o Under pressure from the Soviet Union (which held wmilitary manoceuvres on the
Polish border) — Jaruzelski imposed martial law

o Lech Walesa and 10,000 solidarity wmembers [ leaders were imprisoned!

o  Solidarity was ‘suspended’
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Why did the Soviets want Solidarity ‘suspended’?

Solidarity has become wore political (‘From bread we will get freedom) — it was
highlighting the failings of communisim i Poland including inefficiency and corruption
The economic situation was worsening — unemployment rising, wages low, rationing
was i place.

The Soviet Uniow felt the Polish leadership was losivg control — they were concerved
‘people power,” would overwhelm and reject the commumist government.

What happened in 19857

Wikhail Gorbachev came to power in the USSR
He said he would ot interfere in Eastern Europe
He had two liberal polices — Glasnost (opevness) and Perestroika (restructuring)
Poland had free elections in August 1a24 + elected a von-commuvist government
(The begiwning of the end of communisim)
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