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The image on the opposite page represents the most
famous moment of Appeasement — the policy followed
by Britain and France towards Hitler through the
1930s.The British Prime Minister has returned from a
meeting with Hitler having agreed to give him parts of
Czechoslovakia, in return for which Hitler promised
peace.

If you know the story already then you will know that
this agreement proved totally empty —‘not worth the
paper it was written on’ as they say! Hitler did not keep
his word, and probably never meant to.

But just forget hindsight for a moment and try to join
with the people of Britain welcoming back a leader who
seemed to be doing his best to preserve a crumbling
peace.

You can see from the newspaper there is a genuine
desire to believe in the possibility of peace. Chamberlain
had not given up on the possibility of peace; nor had
the British people. They did not think that war was
inevitable — even in 1938.They did all they could to
avoid it.

In this chapter your task s to work out why, despite all
the efforts of international leaders, and all the horrors
of war, international peace finally collapsed in 1939.

Here are some of the factors you will consider. They
are all relevant and they are all connected.Your task will
be to examine each one, then see the connections and
weigh the importance of these different factors.

1. Treaties after | 2.Thefailures | 3.Theworldwide

the First World War | of the League of economic
porticdalythe s
reaty of Versailles

G. Hitler’s actions
and particularly his
foreign policy

4. The policy of

5. The Nazi-Soviet
Appeasement pact

< Opposite is the front page of the Daily Sketch, | October 1938. Read it
carefully and select one or two phrases which suggest or prove that:

+ the British people thought Chamberfain was a hero
+ the newspaper approves of Chamberfain

+ people in Britain genuinely feared a war was imminent in 1938

+ Hitler was respected
+ Hitler could be trusted
+ this agreement would bring lasting peace.
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SOURCE 1

We demand equaity of rights for the
German people in its dedlings with
other nations, and abolition of the
Peace Treaties of Versailles and St
Germin.

From Hitler's Mein Kampf, 1923-24.

SOURCE

We turn our eyes towards the lands of
the east . . . When we speak of new
temitory in Europe today, we must
principally think of Russia and the
border states subject to her. Destiny
ftself seems to wish to point out the
way for us here.

Colonisation of the easten frontiers
is of extreme importance. It will
be the duty of Germany’s foreign
policy to provide large spaces for the
nourishment and settlement of the
growing population of Germany.

From Hitler's Mein Kampf.

Itis 1933. Write a briefing paper for
the British government on Hitler's
plans for Germany. Use Sources 1-3
to help you.

Conclude with your own assessment
on whether the government should
be worried about Hitler and his plans.

In your conclusion, remember these
facts about the British government:

+ Britain is a leading member of the
League of Nations and is supposed
10 uphold the Treaty of Versailles,
by force if necessary.

4 The British government does not
trust the Communists and thinks
that a strong Germany could help
o stop the Communist threat.

nternat...

Hitler's war

Between 1918 and 1933 Adolf Hitlr rose from being an obscure and demoralsed member of
the defeated German army to become theall-powerful Fiirer,dicator of Germany ith almost
unlimited d ing ambition to male Germany Hisisan
astonishing sory which you can read about in detail i Chapter . Here you will be concentrating
on justone intriguing and controvensial quesion: how far was Hitler responsibl or the outbreak of
the Second World War

Hitler's plans
Hitler was never secretive about his plans for Germany, As early as 1924 he had laid out in his book
Mein Kampfwhat he would do if the Nazis ever achieved power in Germany

Abolish the Treaty of Versailles!
Like many Germans, Hitler believed that the Treaty of Versailes was unjusi.

He hated the Treaty and called the German leaders who had signed it The November Criminals'.
‘The Treaty was  constant reminder to Germans of their defeat in the First World War and their
humiliation by the Ales.Hitler promised that if he became leader of Germany he would revrse it
(see Source 1)

By the time he came to power in Germany, some of the terms had already been changed. For
example, Germany had stopped making reparations payments altogether. However, most points
were still in place. The table on page 53 shows the terms of the Treaty that most angered Hitler.

Expand German territory!

“The Treaty of Versailes had taken away territory from Germany.Hitler wanted to get that terrtory
back. He o unite with Austria. minori uniies
such as Czechoslovakia to rejoin Germany. But he also wanted to carve out an empire in eastern
Eutope o give extra Lebensraum or lving space’ for Germans (see Source 2).

Defeat Communism!

A German empire carved out of the Soviet Union would also help Hitler in one of his other
objectives— the defeat of Communism o Bolsherism. Hitler was anti-Communist. He believed that
Bolsheviks had helped to bring about the defeat of Germany in the First World War. He also believed
that the Bolsheviks wanted to take over Germany (see Source 3).

SOURCE 3

We must not forget that the Bolsheviks are blood-stcined. That they overran a
great state [Russia], and in a fury of massacre wiped out millions of their most
intelligent fellow-countrymen and now for ten years have been conducting the
most tyrannous regime of all time. We must not forget that many of themn belong
to a race which combines a rare mixture of bestial cruelty and vast skillin lies,
and considers itself speciclly called now to gather the whole world under its
bloody oppression.

The menace which Russia suffered under is one which perpetually hangs over
Germany. Germany is the next great objective of Bolshevism. All our strength is
needed to raise up our nation once more and rescue it from the embrace of the
intemational python . . . The first essential is the expulsion of the Marxist poison
from the body of our nation.

From Hitler's Mein Kampf.
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Hitler's actions =

This timeline shows how, btween 1933 and 1930, Hitler turned bis plans into acions. =

=

DATE ACTION &
1933 the League of 3
1934 ‘Tried to take over Austria but was prevented by Mussolini 5
1935 Held massive rearmament rally in Germany S
1936 Reintroduced conscription in Germany; sent German troops into the Rhineland; made an anti-Communist alliance with Japan =
1937 Tried ot Germany's new weapons in the Spanish Civl War, fic istalliance with Ialy %
1938 ‘Took over Austria; took over the Sudetenland area of Czechoslovakia 3
1939 Invaded the restof Czechoslovakia; invaded Poland; war F
War 4

g

WoREq  Other factors 2
Any account of the origins and course  yhen you see events leading up to the war laid ou this way it makes it seem s if Hitler planned &

of the Second World War must give it all step by step. In fact this view of events was widely accepted by historians until the 1960s.

Hitler the leading part. Without him a 1 the 1960s, however, the British historian AJP Taylor came up with a new interpretation. His view

major war in the early 19405 between yas that Hilr was a gambler rather than a planner.Hitlr simply took the logical next tep o see

all the world's great powers was what he could get away with. He was bold. He kept his nrve. AS other countries gave i t0 himm

unthinkable. and alloved him to get away with each gamble, 5o he became bolder and risked more. In Talor's
N ) interpretation i i Britain,the Alles and the League of Nations who are to blame for letting Hiler

British historian Professor R{Fh".'d 9’93'6% ‘getaway with it— by not standing up to him. In this interpretation it i other factors that are as

WAERE I 22Z0:  uch to blame as Hitler himself:

o the wordwide economic depression
@ the weaknesses of the post-war treaties

@ theactions of the leading powers — Britain, France, the USA and the USSR.

As you examine Hitler’s ations in more detail,you willsee that both interpretations are possible.
You can make up your own mind which you agree with.

“The details in this chart wil be very
useful for your exam. So add pictures
and highlights to help you learn the

information.

Hitler and the Treaty of Versailles

1 Draw up a table like this one to show some of the terms of the Treaty of Versailles
that affected Germany.

2 As you work through this chapter, fill out the other columns of this "Versailles chart”.

Terms of the Treaty of Versailles What Hitler did The reasons he The response from
and when gave for his action | Britain and France

Germany's armed forces to be severely limited

The Rhineland to be a demilitarised zone

Germany forbidden to unite with Austria

The Sudetenland taken into the new state of
Czechoslovakia

The Polish Corridor given to Poland

Collapse Of Internat... 5of 25,
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SOURCE s

I am convinced that Hitler does not
wantwar .. . what the Germans are
dfter i a strong army which wil enable
them to deal with Russic.

British politician Lord Lothian,
January 1935.

SOURCE &

0
1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940

The proportion of German spending that
went into armaments, 1935-40.

Source Analysis
How far do Sources 6 and 7 prove
Source 5 to be wrong?

1 Fill out the first row of your
“Versailles chart’ on page 53 to
summarise what Hitler did about

rearmament.

What factors allowed Hitler to get

away with rearming Germany?

Look for:

2) the impact of the Despression

b) the Treaty of Versailles

<) the League of Nations

d) the actions of Britain and
France.

~

Rearmament

Hitler came to power in Germany in 1933. One of his first steps was to increase Germany's armed
forces. Thousands of unemployed workers were dralted into the army. This helped him to reduce
unemployment, which was one of the biggest problems he faced in Germany. But it also helped him
1o deliver on his promise to make Germany strong again and to challenge the terms of the Treaty of
Versailles.

Hitler knew that German people supported rearmament. But he also knew it would cause
alarm in other countries. He handled it cleverly Rearmament began in secret at first. He made a
great public display of his desire not o rearm Germany — that he was only doing it because other
countries refused o disarm (see page 42). He then followed Japan's example and withdrew from
the League of Nations.

In 1935 Hiler openly staged a massive military rally celebrating the German armed forces.

In 1936 he even reiniroduced conscription tothe army. He was breaking theterms o the Treaty of
Versailes, but he guessed correctly that he would get away with rearmament. Many other countries
‘Were sing rearmament as a way to fight unemployment. The collapse of the League of Nations
Disarmament Conference n 1934 (see pages 4243) had shown that other nations were not
prepared to disarm.

Rearmament was a very popular move in Germany, It boosted Nazi support. Hitler also knew
that Britain had some sympathy with Germany on this issue. Britain believed that the limits put on
Germany’s armed forces by the Treaty of Versailles were oo tight. The permitied forces were not
enough to defend Germany from atiack. Britain also thought that a sirong Germany would be a
good buffer against Communism.

Britain had already helped to dismanile the Treaty by signing a naval agreement with Hitlr in
1935, allowing Germany t increase s navy to up to 35 per cent of the sze of the British navy. The
French were angry with Britain about his, but there was il they could do. Through the rest of
the 19305 Hitler ing i 7).

SOURCE 7
‘Warships Alrcraft Soldiers
o | e A . ee| DD
(100,000)

1

JEE

5
A
{%hﬂi{i

1939 éﬂ . é s

ty

(8,250) (950,000)

German armed forces in 1932 and 1939.
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The Saar plebiscite

The Saar region of Germany had been run by the League of Nations since 1919 (see page 32).

In 1935 the League of Nations held the promised plebiscie for people to vote on whether
their region should return to German rule. Hitler was initally wary as many o his opponenis had
fled to the Saar. The League, however, was determined that the vote should take place and Hitler
bowed to this pressure. So it seemed that the League was being firm and decisive with Hiler. The
Vole was an overwhelming success for Hitler. His propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels mounied
 massive campaign to persuade the people of the Saar to vote for the Riech. Around 90 per cent
of the population voted to return to German rule. This was entirely legal and within the terms of
the Treaty. It was also a real morale booster for Hitler. After the vote Hitler declared that he had
“no further territorial demands to make of France’.

SOURCE @

w
=
g
g
2
5
g
3
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g
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1 Explain in your own words what
is happening in Source 8. For
example, who are the people
on horseback? Why are people
saluting?

2 Do you trust Source 8 to be an
accurate portrayal of the feelings
of the people of the Saar in
January 19357

3 What is the message of the
cartoon in Source 97 Explain your
answer using details of the source
and your knowledge. Following the plebiscite in 1935, people and police express their joy at

returning to the German Reich by giving the Nazi salute.

SOURCE Q

ABitsh cartoon published in

January 1935, soon after the Saar

plebiscite. The figure in bed is the Wl "
Leaguie of Nations,

Colfapse Of Internat... 7 of 25




SOURCE HH . O H
##E10——— Remilitarisation of the Rhineland
cert oS
[ }§ 7 InMarch 1936, itle tok his firtrally big rik by moving troop nto the Rhineland areaof
Sk g Germany, The Rhineland was the large area either side of the River Rhine that formed Germany's
ot JA( wester border with France and Belgium.
sk The demiliarisaton ofthe Rhineland was one of the tems of the Treaty of Versalles It vas

designed to protect France from invasion from Germany It had also been accepted by Germany in

the Locarno Treatis of 1925. Hitler was taking a huge gamble. 1f he had been forced to withdras;

he would have faced humiliation and would have lost the support of the German army (many of the

generals were unsure about him, anywiay). Hitler knew the risks, but he had chosen the time and

place well

@ France had just signed a treaty with the USSR to protect each other against attack from
Germany (see Source 11). Hitler used the agreement to claim that Germany was under threat.
He argued that n the face of such a threat he should be allowed to place troops on his own
frontier.

é'
:
:
13
g

Key
[ sanvary 1035:

@ Hitler knew that many people in Britain felt that he had a right to station his troops in the
e retimal Rineland and he was fairly confident that Britain would not intervene. His gamble was over
France. Would France let him get away with i?
plebiscite
1 March 1036: SOURCE 1>
""" (German forces.
re-enter the
Rhineland

SOURCE 1 1

German troops marching through the city of Cologne in March
1936. This style of marching with high steps was known as
goose-stepping.

An American cartoon entitled ‘Ring-Around-the-Nazit' | Fill out row 2 of your "Versailles chart’ on page 53 to
published in March 1936 showing the encirclement of | summarise what happened in the Rhineland.
Germany by France and the USSR.

.Collapse Of Internat... 8 of 25




SOuRCE 13 s the roops moved nto the Rhineland, Hier and his generals svealed nervously They had orders
At that time we had o army worth to pull out if the Fﬁ? ':md lga;nsl memi Deki(:m the Ermamem pmgdm' me, Gennanzi;s
mentioning .. . If the French had taken army was o m?m r the French army; It lacked essential equipment and air support. In the end,
! Hoverer,Hitler'sluck held
any action we would have been easily ’ o "
e ‘The attention o the League of Nations was on the Abysinian riss which vas happening at
defeated; our resistance would have 3 - ;
b i e xaal the sametme (s 7). The League condemned had 1o power
een over in a few days. And the AT 4 anaiing olss Bven the Fench, who were most directly threatened by the move,were divided
Force we had then was ridiculous —a. gy iy o do. They were about to hold an election and none of the French leaders was prepared
few Junkers 525 from Lufthansa and 5 o responsibiltyfor plunging France into a war. Of coure, they did not know how weak the
not even enough bombs for them ... . German army was. In the end, France refused to act without Briish support and so Hitle’s big
gamble paid off. Maybe next time he vould risk more!

Hitler looks back on his gamble over the
Rhineland some years after the event.

SOURCE :I 4

Hitler has got away with it. France is
not marching. No wonder the faces of
Gering and Blomberg [Nezi leaders]
were all smiles.

Oh, the stupidity (or is it the
paralysis?) of the French. | learnt today
that the German troops had orders to
beat a hasty retreat f the French ammy
opposed them in any way.

SOURCE 4 &

w
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Witten by William Shirer in 1936. He
was an American journalist in Germany
during the 1930s. He was a critic of

e Nazi regime and had to flee from
Germany in 1940.

1 Does Source 11 prove that Hitler
was correct when he argued
that Germany was under threat?
Explain your answer.

2 What do Sources 13 and 14
disagree about? Why might they
disagree about it?

3 Why has the cartoonist in Source
15 shown Germany as a goose?

4 Look at the equipment being
caried by the goose. What
does this tell you about how the
cartoonist saw the new Germany?

5 Would you regard reoccupation
of the Rhineland as a success for
Hitler or as a failure for the French
and the British? Explain your
answer by rfeting o the sources. |

A British cartoon about the reoccupation of the Rhineland, 1936.
Pax Germanica is Latin and means ‘Peace, German style'.
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Ana The Spanish Civil War

¥ Wha! can we learn from Source 16 about:
+ What happened at Guernica? In 1936:2 civil war broke out in Spain between supporters of the
+ The views of French people on Guernica? Republican government and right-wing rebels under General Franco.
+ The views of the magazine which published the ‘il va i Huropeate e ool e oo mporiast vt

photograph and caption? - g o
2 Use your thinking in Question 1 to write an answer to anywaybuthis on became extremely sgnifican because t gined an

the question: international dimension.
How useful is Source 16 to a historian studying the Stalin's USSR's supported the Republican government (in the form
Spanish Givil War? of weapons, aircraft and pilots). Thousands of volunteers from around

50 countris jined International Brigades to support the Republicans.
Atthe sae time, Hitle and Mussolini declared thei support or General

g
g
g
z
:
E
E

SOURCE 16. Francn Hesemed tbea man who har thee worl v
L le bolgue allal BT A2 et
L ARy alvhough France did provide some weapons for the Repub]mns

GUERNICA MARTYRE _£6 Am‘( 1937 Germany and Italy also agreed not to intervene but then blatantly did so.
Mussolini sent thousands of Iialian troops, although offcially they were
“volunteers'. Germany sent aircraft and pilots who took part in most of the
‘major campaigns of the war. They helped transport Franco's forces from
North Africa to Spain. Later they took part in bombing raids on civilian
‘populations in Spanish cites (see Source 16 for example). Thanks
partly to Hitlr's help the Nationalists won the war and a right-wing
dictatorship ruled Spain for the next 36 years.

‘The conflict had important consequences for peace in Europe. It
gave combat experience to German and Italian forces. It strengthened
the bonds between Mussolini and Hitler. Historian Zara Steiner argues
that Britain's non-intervention in Spain convinced Hitler that he could
form an alliance with Britain or persuade them (and France) to remain
neutral in a future war. At the same time the devastating impact of
‘modern weapons convinced Chamberlain and many others that war had
tobe avoided atallcosts. Thus, the Spanish Civil War further encouraged
Hitler in his main plan to reverse the Treaty of Versailes. At the same
time, the USSR became increasingly suspicious of Britain and France
because of their reluctance to get involved in opposing fascism.

Militarism and the Axis

When he wrote his memoirs in Later years Winston Churchill described

A postcard published in France to mark the bombing i . s

of Guernica in 1937. The text reads The Basque the 19305 as 2 ‘Gathering Storm'. Many shared his gloomy view. Hitler
people murdered by German planes. Guernica martyred - and Mussolini had shown that their armed forces were effective and that
26 April 1937".  they were ready to use them. Mussolini had triumphed in Abyssinia and

was aggressively trying to assert his authority in the Mediterranean and.
North Africa.
Meanwhile in e east Japan was under the control of hardiine

What were the consequences of the failure of ‘nationalist commanders such as General Tojo. They also had the support
the Leagugiinithe 193057 of business leaders in Japan. They wanted to extend Japan's empire across
In Chapter 2 you studied the failures of the League of Asia s it could compete with other world powers, partcularly the United

Nations in the 1930s. You are now in a position to evaluate
the impact of those failures on Hitler's actions.
1 Look back over pages 54-58. Lok for evidence that the

States. In 1937 the Japanese took their next big step with the invasion of
China. Some historians regard this as the first campaign of the Second

weakness of the League of Nations in the 19305 allowed |  World Wat
Hitler to achieve what he did. Hitler and Mussolini say that they hiad much in common with the

2 Write a paragraph describing the effect of each of the ‘military dictatorship in Japan. In 1936, Germany and Japan signed an
following on Hitler's actions: Anti-Comintern Pact, to oppose Communistn. Comintern was the USSR's
# the Manchurian crisis organisation for spreading Communism to other countries. In 1937, ltaly
+ the failure of disarmament also signed it The new alliance was called the Axi alliance.

+ the Abyssinian crisis.

LCollapse Of Internat... 10 of 25



k
Complete row 3 of your ‘Versailles

chart’ on page 53, summarising
what Hitler did about Austria.

Source Analysis

Workin pairs. Take either Source 17

or Source 18.

1 For your source work out:

2) which character in the cartoon
represents Mussolini and which
Hitler
what your cartoon suggests
about the relationship between
Hitler and Mussolini
what s the cartoonist's opinion
of the Anschluss. Find details
in the source to support your
view.

2 Compare your answers with your
partner's and discuss any points of
agreement or disagreement.

3 Wite your own paragraph in
answer to this question: How far
do Sources 17 and 18 agree about
the Anschluss?

4

SOURCE 17

Anschluss with Austria, 1938

With the successes of 1936 and 1937 to boost him, Hitler turned his attention to his homeland of
Austria. The Austrian people were mainly German, and in Mein Kampf Hitler had made it clear
that he felt that the two states belonged together ‘nation. Many in Austri

the idea of union with Germany,since their country was 50 economically weak. Hitler was confident
that he could bring them together into a ‘greater Germany'. In fact, he had tried to take over
Austria in 1934, but on that occasion Mussolini had stopped him. Four years later,in 1938, the
situation was different. Hitler and Mussolini were now allies.

‘There was a strong Nazi Party in Austria. Hitler encouraged the Nazis to st up trouble for
the government. They siaged ing for union with Germany, They caused riots.
Hitler then told the Austrian Chancellor Schuschnigg that only Arschluss (political union) could
sort out these problems. He pressurised Schuschnigg to agree to Araschluss. Schuschnigg appealed
for some kind of gesture of support such as threatening sanctions against Hitler or issuing a
strong statement. France and Britain failed to provide this support so Schuschnigg felt he had no
option but t call a plebiscite (a referendum), o see what the Ausirian people wanted. Hitlr was
‘not prepared to risk this — he might lose! He simply sent his troops into Austria in March 1938,
supposedly to guarantee a trouble-free plebiscite. Under the watchful eye of the Nazi troops, 99.75
‘per cent voted for Anschluss.

Anschluss pleted without any militar with France and Britain.
Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister, felt that Austrians and Germans had a right to be united
and that the Treaty of Versailles was wrong to separate them. Britain's Lord Halifax had even
suggested to Hitler before the Aschluss that Britain would not esist Germany uniting with
Austria.

Once again, Hiler'srisky but decisive action had reaped a rich reward — Austria’s sldiers,
‘weapons and itsrich deposits of gold and iron ore were added to Germany's increasingly strong
army and indusiry. Hitler was breaking et another condition of the Treaty of Versailles, but the
pattern was becoming clear. The Treaty itself was seen as suspect. Britain and France were not
prepared to go to war to defend a flawed treaty.

SOURCE 1 @

A British cartoon

on the Anschluss.

A Soviet cartoon commenting on the Anschluss showing Hitler
catching Austria.
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Trusting Hitler

he made
ach new move !
A e s was all he warted
e often went back on
s Appeamﬂer\\ was‘m‘
O on the mistaken idea
et was trustworthy:

h arms

The Biitish govemment believed

that the armed forces were not

ready for war against Hitler. Britain
5

and intelligence suggested the
Briish were some way behind the.

Germans,
.
Make a stand!

bler took increasing
viler the gambler to0 o

bigger 2
more dangerous
move.

~Collapse Of Internat

Appeasement: for and against!

1f Britain and France were not prepared to defend the Treaty of Versailles, would they let Hitler
have more of his demands? The short answer is yes, and Britain's policy at this time is known as
‘Appeasement. Neville Chamberlain is the man most associated with this policy (see Profile page 63)
although he did not become Prime Minister untl 1937. Many other British people (probably the
majoriy), including many politcians, were also in favour of this policy Hoviever, there were some
at the time who were very critical. Here are the main arguments for and against.

Fear of Communism

Hitler was not the only concem
Britain and its allies. I‘:ye W:Scem.)‘af
even their main worry. They were
More concemed about the spread
of Communism and particularly
the dangers to world peace posed
by Staln, the new leader in the
USSR. Many saw Hitler s the
buffer to the threat of spreading
Communism,

v
EEhi,
of American help. But Snce,
1919 the USA had followed @

| policy of solationism. American

| Teaders were ﬁ

determined not
1o be dragged
The Soviet Union

into another
European war.

Hitler made no secret of his plans

to expand eastwards. He had
openy talked of taking land in
Russia. Appeasement sent the
message to Stalin and the USSR

that Britain and France would not
stand in Hitler's way if he invaded

wssia

Memories of the
Great War
ders,
h Biitish and French lea
E:d ‘much of their population,
\ividly remenmbered the horrific
xperiences of the first world War.
m‘;, wished to avoid another war
at almost any cost.

050 %

The British empire
For Britain to fight a war against
Germany it needed to be sure it
had the support of the countries
n its empire or Commonwealth,
it was not a guaranteed certainty
that they would al support a war

Hitler's allies.
Hitler had already observed how
his alles, particularly the right-
jing dictatorships in Japan and
Italy, had got away with acts of
aggression.

German arms

€arming publicy
" by year. Hitiey

Germany was
and quickly

The Treaty of Versailles
Many felt that the Treaty of
Versailles was unfair to Germany.
Some of Hitler's demands were
not unreasonable. They assumed
that once these wrongs were
putright then Germany would
become a peaceful nation again.

é"?ﬁ

Economic problems
Britain and France had large debts
(many still et over rom fghting
the First World War) and huge
unemployment as a result of the
Depression. They could ot afford
awar.

12°0f 25



The cards on page 60 show various arguments that were

1 Sort them into arguments for and arguments against
Appeasement. If there are any you are not sure about

k¢
Why did Britain and France follow a policy of Appeasement?

advanced for or against Appeasement. Study the cards, then:

4 Make notes under the following headings to summarise
why Britain followed a policy of appeasement:
2)  military reasons
b) economic reasons

2 On each card write a ‘for’ or against'.
3 Sort the cards into those that:

at the time

leave them aside as you can come back to them.

a) would have been obvious to British and French leaders

b) would only be clear with hindsight.

o fear
d) public opinion

5 Use your notes to write a short paragraph to explain in
your own words why the Biitish government followed a
policy of Appeasement.

m

Most people in Britain supported the
policy of Appeasement. Write a letter
to the London Evening Standard
justifying Appeasement and pointing
out why the cartoonist is wrong.
Your letter should be written in either
1936 or 1938 and it will need to be
different according to which source
you pick. You can use some of the
arguments from the Focus Task on
page 53 in your letter.

Make sure you can expla

+ what Appeasement was

+ two examples of Appeasement in
action.

Be sure you can describe:

4+ one reason why Chamberlain
followed the policy of
Appeasement

4+ one reason why people ai
the policy.

-~ @@

Collapse Of Internat...

One of the most famous criics was David Low, cartoonistwith the popular newspaper the London
seent many of Low’ cartoons in this book already Low was a flerce
sed the policy of Appeasement. Source 19 shows one of his cartoons on
the issue, ut fyou visic the British Cartoon Archive web ste you cansee all of Low's cartoons.

w
=
]
g
2
2
g
3
2
=
5
s
H

-
3
a
3
a
g
&

2
3
2

g
o
8
2

SOURCE 1

Acartoon by David Low from the London Evening Standard, 1936. This was a
popular newspaper with a large readership in Britain.

Fill out a table [ike this to analyse Source 19. On page 64, fill out a second
column to analyse Source 27 in the same way.

Source 19 Source 27

Date published

Critical or supportive?

of whatfwhom?

How can we tell?

Why was the cartoon
published at this time?

13 of 25,



The Sudetenland, 1938

After the Austrian Ansoblus, Hitler was beginning to feel that e ould not put a foot wrong, But
his growing confidence was puttng the peace of Europe i increasing danger.

SOURCE 2y
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Central Europe after the Anschluss.

SRE2q  Czech fears

1 give you my word of honour that Unlike the leaders of Britain and France, Edvard Benes, the leader of Czechoslovakia, was horrified
Czechoslovakia has nothing to fear by the Anschluss. He realised that Czechoslovakia would be the next country on Hitler's list for
from the Reich. takeover. It seemed that Britain and France were not prepared to stand up to Hitler. Bene sought

sarates ot s ad e it e voul boous e ot o e

aif Hitle invaded. The French vere bound by a treaty and reluctantly said they
wnuld. The Briish flt bound to support the French. However, Chamberlain asked Hitler whether he
Had designs on Crechoslovakia and was reassured by Hier's promise (Source 21).

Hitler speaking to Chamberlain in 1938.

Hitler's threats
Despite what he said to Chamberlain, Hitler did have designs on Czechoslovakia. This new state,
cremed by the Treaty of Versailles, included a large number of Germans — former subjects of
ia—Hungary's empire — in the Sudetenland area. Henlein, who was the leader of the Nazis in
(he Sudetenland, sirred up trouble among the Sudetenland Germans and they demanded to be part
of Germany In May 1938, Hitler made i lear that he intended to fight Czechoslovalkia if necessary
Historians disagree as to whether Hitler really meant what he said. There is considerable evidence
that the German army was not a all ready for war, Even so the news put Europe on full war lert

Wite a series of newspaper
headlines for different stages of the 2

Sudend ers ot manbic Preparations for war

+ March 1938 Unlike Austria, Czechoslovakia would be no walk-over for Hitler. Britain, France and the USSR

+ May 1938 had all promised to support Crechoslovakiaif it ame to war. The Czechs themselves had a modern
¢ early September 1938 army The Caechoslovak leader, Benes, was prepared to fight. He knew that without the Sudetenland
aon d?ﬂi;;z’g 1928 and isforts, railways and industries, Czechoslovakia would be defenceles.
il Allthrough the summer the ension ros n Europe. I there was a war, peopl expected that

b o i e il ivoul gy tombigf s s agenc i e Sparis Gl Vi ad s
+ aGerman newspaper. around Bric ir-aid shellrs . air-
raid protection and gas masks.

.Collapse Of Internat... 14 of 25




SOURCE 92 SOURCE 53

How horrible, fantastic, incredible itis
that we should be digging trenches and
trying on gas masks here because of a
quarrelin a far away country between
people of whom we know nothing. | am
myself a man of peace to the depths of
my soul.

From a radio broadcast by Neville
Chamberlain, September 1938.

Neville Chamberlain

v

Born 1869.

He was the son of the famous radical
polifician Joseph Chamberlain.

He was a successful businessman in
the Midlands before entering polics.
During the First World War he served
in the Cabinet as Director General of
National Service. During this time he
saw the full horrors of war

After the war he was Health Minister
and then Chancellor. He was noted for
his careful work and his attention to
detail. However, he was not good at
listening to advice.

He was part of the government
throughout the 19205 and supported
the policy of Appeasement towards
Hitler. He became Prime Minister

in 1937, although he had little
experience of foreign afairs.

He believed that Germany had real
grievances - this was the basis for his
policy of

v

v

v

v

v
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Digging air raid defences in London, September 1938.

Crisis talks

In September the problem reached crisis point. In a last-ditch effot to avert war, Chamberlain flew
to meet Hitleron 15 September. The meeting appeared to go well. Hitler moderated his demands,
saying he was only inerested in paris of the Sudetenand — and then only if that
the Sudeten Germans wanted to join Germany, Chamberlain thought this was reasonable. He felt

it was yet another of the terms of the Treaty of Versailles that needed to be addressed. Chamberlain
seemed convinced that, if Hitler got what he wanted, he would at last be satisfied.

On 19 September the French and the British put to the Czechs their plans to give Hitler the
pars of the Sudetenland that he wanted. However, three days later at  second meeting, Hitler
increased his demands. He said he ‘regretted” that the previously arranged terms were not enough.
He wanted all the Sudetenland.

SOURCE 2 4

The Sudetenland is the last problem that must be solved and it will be solved. Itis
the last territorial claim which | have to make in Europe.

The cims of our foreign policy are not unlimited . . . They are grounded on the
determination to save the German people dlone . . . Ten million Germans found
themselves beyond the fiontiers of the Reich . . . Germans who wished to retum
to the Reich as their homeland.

Hitler speaking in Berlin, September 1938.

v

He became a national hero after the
Munich Conference of 1938 averted

war.
In 1940 Chamberlain resigned as
Prime Minister and Winston Churchill
took over,

v

Collapse Of Internat...

o justiy his demands, he claimed that the Czech government was mistreating the Germans in the
Sudetenland and that he intended to ‘rescue’ them by 1 October. Chamberlain told Hitler that his
demands were unreasonable. The British navy was mobilised. War seemed imminent.

The Munich Agreement

With Mussolini’s help, afinal meeting was held in Munich on 29 September. While Europe held its

breath, the leaders of Britain, Germany, France and Italy decided on the fate of Czechoslovakia.
On 29 September they decided to give Hitler what he wanted. They announced that

Czechoslovakia was to lose the Sudetenland. They did not consult the Czechs, nor did they consult

the USSR. This is known as the Munich Agreement. The following morning Chamberlain and Hitler

published a jont declaration (Source 26) which Chamberlain said would bring ‘peace for ou time’
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SOURCE 2 5

People of Britain, your children are
safe. Your husbands and your sons will
not march to war. Peace is a victory for
all mankind. Ifwe must have a victor
let us choose Chamberlain, for the
Prime Minister’s conquests are mighty
and enduring — millions of happy
homes and hearts relieved of their
burden.

The Daily Express comments on the
Munich Agreement, 30 September
1

SOURCE 2 6

We regard the Agreement signed lost
night .. . as symbolic of the desire of
our two peoples never to go to war with
one another again. We are resolved
that we shall use consultation to deal
with any other questions that may
concem our two countries, and we are
determined to continue our efforts to
assure the pedce of Ewirope.

The joint declaration of Chamberlain
and Hitler, 30 September 1938.

SOURCE 2 8

By repeatedly surrendering to

force, Chamberlain has encouraged
aggression . . . our central contention,
therefore, s that Mr Chamberlain's
policy has throughout been based

on a fatal misunderstanding of the

Consequences
Hitler had gambled that the British would not risk war. He spoke of the Munich Agreement as ‘an
undreamt-of triumph, so great that you can scarcely imagine it The prize of the Sudetenland
‘had been given to him without a shot being fired. On 1 October German troops marched into the
Sudetenland. At the same time, Hungary and Poland helped themselves to Gzech territory where
Hungarians and Poles were living.

The Czechs had been betrayed. Benes resigned. Bu the rest of Europe breathed a sigh of elif.
Chamberlain received a hero's welcome back in Britain, when he returned with the ‘piece of paper”
— the Agreement —signed by Hitler (see Profile, page 63).

SOURCE 57

A British cartoon published
in 1938 at the time of

the Munich Agreement.
John Bull represents.
Britain. You can find many
more cartoons about the
Agreement at the British
Cartoon Archive website.

A GREAT MEOWTOR

SOURCE 5y

psychology of di
The Yorkshire Post, December 1938.

We have suffered a total defect ... | think you willfind that in a period of time

Source lysis

1 Study Sources 25-29. Sort them
into the categories:
a) those \ha! suppcn the Munich
Agreems
b) those that aiticise the Munich
Agreement.
2 List the reasons why each source
supports o criticises the agreement.
3 Imagine you are a teacher setting a

test.

+ Which of Sources 25-29 would
work well for an ‘Are you
surprised?” question?

+ Which of Sources 25-29 would
work well for a "How use:«F is

ia will be engulfed in the Nazi regime. We have passed an awl
ml/estone i our history. This is only the beginning of the reckoning.

Winston Churchill speaking in October 1938. He felt that Britain should resist the
demands of Hitler. However, he was an isolated figure in the 1930s.

Triumph or sell-out?

What do you think of the Munich Agreement? Was it a good move or a poor one? Most people in
Britain ere relieved that it had averted war, but many were now openly questioning the whole
policy of Appeasement. Even the public relief may have been overstated. Opinion polls in September
1938 show that the British people id not think Appeasement would stop Hiter Itsimply delayed a
wa, rather than preventing . Even while Chamberlain was signing the Munich Agreement, he was
‘approving a massive increase in arms spending in preparation for war.

SR o your Verslleschar on page 53

TGt



The end of Appeasement

Czechoslovakia, 1939
Although the British people welcomed the Munich Agreement, they did not rust Hitlr. In an
opinion poll in October 1938, 93 per cent said they did not believe him when he said he had no
more territorial ambitions in Europe. In March 1939 they were proved right. On 15 March, with
Czechoslovakia in chaos, German troops took over the restof the counry

SOURCE 2 )

Key
October 1938
Teschen taken by
Poland

Novernber 1938 to
March 1939

Slovak border areas

and Ruthenia taken
by Hungary
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October 1938
Sudetenland region
given to Germany in
the Munich Agresment

March 1939
Remainder of

Czechoslovakia taken
under German control

GERMANY

German border

The take-over of C: ia by 1939.

SOURCE 31

DX German troops entering Prague, the capital of C: da, in March 1939.
1 Choose five words to describe the
attitude of the crowd in Source ‘There was no resistance from the Czechs. Nor did Britain and France do anything about the
31 situation. However, it was now clear that Hitler could not be trusted. For Chamberlain it was a step.

Why do you think that there was
no resistance from the Czechs?

too far. Unlike the Sudeten Germans, the Czechs were not separated from their homeland by the
Why do you think Britain and ‘Treaty of Versailles. This was an invasion. If Hitler continued unchecked, his next target was likely
France did nothing in response to | 10 be Poland.Briain and France told Hier tha if he invaded Poland they would decare war on
the invasion? Germany. The policy of Appeasement was ended. However,after years of Appeasement, Hiler did
not actually believe that Britain and France would risk war by resisting him.

Collapse Of Internat... 17 of 25,




The Nazi—Soviet Pact, 1939

Look at your Versailes chart’from page 5. You should have only one item lef.As Hitler was
gradually rtaking land lost at Verailles, you can seefrom Source 31 that logically his next target
was the trip offormer German land in Poland known asthe Polish Corridor. He had convinced
imself that Britain and France would notrisk war over s, but he was less sure about Stalin and
the USSR, Let's see why.

Stalin’s fears

Stalin had been very worried about the German threat to the Soviet Union ever since Hitler came to
power i 1933. Hiler had openlystated his interest in conquering Russian land. He had denounced
Communism and imprisoned and killed Communists in Germany. Even so, Stalin could not reach
any kind of lasting agreement with Britain and France in the 19305. From Stalin’s point of view, it
was not for wan of trying, In 1934 he had joined the League of Nations, hoping the League would
g is security against the threat ro ¢ However, all he saw at the League was ts
powerlessness when Mussolini successfully invaded Abyssinia, and when both Mussolini and Hitler
intervened in the Spanish Civil War. Politicians in Britain and France had not resisted German
rearmament in the 1930s. Indeed, some in Bri d even to wel Germany as
aforce to fight Communism, which they saw as a bigger threat to British interests than Hitler.
Stalin's fears and suspicions geew in the mid 1930s.

He signed a reaty with France in 1935 thatsaid that France would help the USSR if Germany
invaded the Soviet Union. But Stalin was not sure he could trust the French to stick to it,
particularly when they failed even to stop Hitler moving his troops into the Rhineland, which
‘was right on their own border.

‘The Munich Agreement in 1938 increased Stalin’s concerns. He was not consulted about it.
Stalin concluded from the agreement that France and Britain were powerless to stop Hitler or,
even worse, that they were happy for Hitler to take over eastern Europe and then the USSR.
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SOURCE 3

Stalin’s negotiations

Despite his misgivings, Stalin was still prepared to talk with
Britain and France about an alliance against Hitler. The three
countries met in March 1939, but Chamberlain was reluctant to
‘commit Britain. From Stalin’s point of view; France and Britain
then made things worse by giving Poland a guarantee that

they would defend it if it was invaded. Chamberlain meant the
guarantee as a warning to Hitler. Stalin saw it as support for one
of the USSRs potential enemies.

Negotiations between Britain, France and the USSR
continued through the spring and summer of 1939. Howerer,
Stalin also received viitsfrom the Nazi foreign minister
Ribbentrop. They discussed a rather diferent deal, a Nazi—
Soviet Pact.

Stalin’s decision

In Augus, Stalin made his decision. On 24 August 1939, Hitler
and Stalin, the two arch enemies, signed the Nazi—Soviet Pact
and announced the terms to the world. They agreed not to
attack one another, Privatly, they also agreed to divide Poland
between them.

A Soviet cartoon from 1939. CCCP is Russian for USSR.
The French and the British are directing Hitler away from western
Europe and towards the USSR.
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1 What do Sources 32 and 33 agree
about?

2 Which source do you most trust to
tell you about the reasons Stalin
signed the Pact?

SOURCE 33

Why did Stalin sign the Pact?
It was clear what Hitler gained from the Pact. He regarded it as his greatest achievement. It gave
him half of Poland and ensured he would not face a war on two fronts if he invaded Poland. He had
promised the Russians they could have the rest of Poland as well as the Baltic states but he never
intended to allow Stalin to keep these territories.

Itis also clear what Stalin gained from it. It gave him some territory that had once been part
of Russia, but that was not the main point. The real benefit was time! Stalin did not expect Hitler to
keep his word. He knew he was Hitler's number one target. But he did not rust Britain and France

It will be asked how it was possible
that the Soviet government signed a
non-aggression pact with so deceitful
a nation, with such criminals as Hitler
and Ribbentrop . . . We secured peace
for our country for eighteen months,
which enabled us to make military
preparations.

Stalin, in a speech in 1941

i

important.

How important was the Nazi-Soviet Pact?
These statements suggest different reasons why the Nazi-Soviet Pact is

either. He did not think they Hitler. He
expected to have to fight Hitler alone at some point. So it was important to get his forces ready. So
‘what he most needed was time to build up his forces to protect the USSR from the attack he knew
‘would come.

Consequences

The Pact cleared the way for Hitler to invade Poland. On 1 September 1939 the Germany army
invaded Poland from the west, where they met little resistance. Britain and France demanded he
withdraw from Poland or they would declare war. After the experience of the past three years Hitler
ias certain Britain and France would not actually do anything about this. If he was planning ahead
atall, then in his mind the next move would surely be an attack against his temporary ally the
USSR. However Hitler was in for a surprise. Britain and France kept their pledge. On 2 September
they declared war on Germany.

k B
What were the long-term
consequences of the peace
treaties of 1919-23?

A. It showed that
“intemationalism”
had been completely
abandoned.

8. It freed Hitler from
the problem of a two-
front war, which helped
him to conquer Poland
and most of Western
Europe in 1939-40.

1 You have been fillng out your
Versailles chart. Now fil out the
final row about what Hitler did

C. It exposed Britain
and France's hope that
Nazi Germany and the
USSR would fight each
other rather then them.

about Poland.

2 “Germany's bitterness about the
Treaty of Versailles was the cause

D. It showed that

E. It gave Stalin time

of Hitler's aggressive foreign

. It gave Hitler the policy.” How far do you agree

Britain feared Stalin's | to build up forces confidence to defy wiith this statement? Explain your
USSR as much as for future war with Britain and France and answer carefuly.
Hitler's Germany. Germany. attack Poland.

1 In groups decide which statements fit best under each of these headings

The Nazi Soviet Pact was important because...

demonstrated important
pects of international relations
at this time.

had direct military and
ical consequences.

Pact.

2 Now take one comment from each column and explain:
2)  how the Nazi-Soviet Pact led to this consequence
b) whether this would have happened anyway, even without the Nazi-Soviet

Collapse Of Internat...
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Was the policy of
Appeasement justified?

The right policy at
the right time.

The wrong policy, but
only with hindsight.

Abetrayal of the people
of Czechoslovakia.

Atisky policy that
purchased valuable time.

1 Work in pairs or groups. Collect
evidence from pages 60-69 to
support each of the above views.

2 Choose one viewpoint that you
most agree with and write some
well-argued paragraphs to explain
your choice:

2) what the viewpoint means —in
your own words

b) what evidence there is to
support it

©) what evidence there is against
it and why you have rejected
that evidence

d) your condlusion as to why this
is a good verdict.

k
1 What is Source 34 trying to say
about the policy of Appeasement?
Make a lst of the reasons why
Appeasement has generally been
seen in negative terms.

Churchill once remarked to
President Roosevelt "History will
judge us kindly because I shall
wite the history'. Read Source 35.
How should this affect our
viewpoints on Appeasement?

~

w

SOURCE 315

The Gathering Storm has been one of
the most influential books of our time.
It is no exaggeration to claim that it
has strongly influenced the behaviour
of Westem politicians from Harry S.
Truman to George W, Bush.

.. Itis a good tale, told by a master

story-teller, who did, after cll, win the
Nobel prize for ltercture; but would
a prize for fiction have been more
appropriate?

PP Was Appeasement justified?

Chamberlain certainly believed in Appeasement. In June 1938 he wrote in a leter o hissister: 1 am
completely convinced that the course I am taking s right and therefore cannot be influenced by the
attacks of my critis.”He was not a coward or a weakling, When it became obvious that he had no
choice but o declare war in 1939 he did.

On page 60 you studied the main reasons Chamberlain followed this policy and the reasons
why people opposed him. However, remember that Chamberlain was not alone. There were many
more politcians who supported him in 1938 than opposed him. It looked pretty clear to them in
1938 that the balance fell i favour of Appeasement.

Yet when Hitler broke his promises and the policy did not stop war, the supporters of
Appeasement quickly turned against e policy some claiming that they had been opposed all
along. Appeasers were porirayed as naive, foolsh or weak — Source 34 is one of hundreds of
examples which parody the policy and the people who pursued i. Historians since then and.
popular opinion too have judged Chamberlain very harshiy. Chamberlain's ‘Peace for our time’
speech s d as self-deception and a betrayal, Chamberlain and his cabinet are seen as
“second-rate politicians' who were out of their depth as events unfolded before them. On the other
hand the opponents of Appeasement such as Winston Churchill are portrayed as realists who were
far-sighted and brave.

SOURCE 3 4

‘Remember . . . One More Lollypop. and Then You All Go Home!”

A cartoon by the American artist Dr Seuss published on 13 August 1941 (before the
USA entered the Second World War).

It really has been a very one-sided debate. Yet this debate matters because the failure of
Appeasement 10 stop Hiler has had  profound influence on British and American foreign policy
ever since. It is now seen as the ‘right thing’ to stand up to dictators. You will find an example
ofthis in Chapter 7 when you study the Gulf War. This is alesson that people have learned from
history. One of the reasons why people study history is to avoid making the same mistakes from the
past but before we leap so quickly to judgement on this issue, let's run this argument through two
different checks.

Professor John Char? of the

LCollssaittdnternat...

The Gathering Storm.

20 of 25



SOURCE 3 6
So how did my pre-emptive strategy
stand up to a computer stress test?
Not as well as | had hoped, | have
to confess. The Calm & the Storm
made it clear that lining up an anti-
German codition in 938 might have
been harder than I'd assumed. To my
horrar, the French tumed down the
alliance | proposed to them. It also
turned out that, when | did go to war
with Germany, my own position was
pretty weak. The nadir [low point]
was a successful German invasion of
England, a scenario my book rules out
as miltarily too risky.

Professor Niall Ferguson in an

article for the New York Magazine,
16 October 2006.

Check 1: If Chamberlain had stood up to
Hitler in 1938 what would have happened?

‘The historian Professor Niall Ferguson of Harvard University has set out some ‘counter-factual’
scenarios —suggesting what might have happened if particular policies were followed. In
paticular, he has argued that confronting Hitler in 1938 instead of appeasing him ‘would have
paid handsome dividends. Even if it had come to war over Czechoslovakia, Germany would not
‘have won. Germany's defences were not yet ready for a two-front war.”

Professor Ferguson then had the chance to test his scenario by playing a computer game!
The Calm & the Storm is a powerful simulation which allows users to make decisions and then
computes the possible impact of those decisions. You can read his conclusions in Source 36.

Professor Ferguson believes that using computer simulations could help leaders of the future.
‘make key decisions in times of crisis. Maybe you don't trust a computer game to teach you anything
about history! But you might trust some hard statistics. So try check 2.

Check 2: Did Appeasement buy time for

Chamberlain to rearm Britain?
One of the strongest arguments for Appeasement was that in 1038 Britain simply was not equipped

0
Study graphs A~C in Source 37.
1 What evidence do they provide
to support the view that Britain's

armed forces caught up with
Germany's between 1938 and
19397

What evidence do they provide to
oppose this view?

to fight a war wit So did Appeasement allow Britain to catch up?

In the 1960s British historian AJP Taylor argued tha Chamberlain had an exaggerated view
of Germany's sirength. Taylor believed that German forces were only 45 per cent of what British
intelligence reports said they were.

But Taylor was writing in 1965 — not much help to Chamberlain in the 1930s. Britain had run
down its forces in the peaceful years of the 1920s. The government had talked about rearmament
since 1935 but Britain only relly tarted rearming when Chamberlain became Prime Minister in
1937. Chamberlai thought that Britais for war in 1938,
His own miliary advisers and his intelligence services ol him this.

So.id Appeasement allow Britain the time it needed to rearm? Source 37 will help you 1o decide.

SOURCE 37
Asoldiers B Ships C Aircraft

130 80| In the 1030, aircraft were generally seen as

3 1938 — v

za0:] o (S:,‘;fewme the most important weapon.

el . Munich crisis) 70-]
2 S August 1939
5100 Grtheouteak & ¢ 1
s 90 of wan) 2
§ oo £ 50 £
HR = g
o] 1
3 50 5 <
£ 40+ 5 304 E
< 30 E

20 2 204

104 104

0 =
Germany Britain Germany Britain
(regular army
and reserves) Germany Britain

The armaments build-up in the 1930s.
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Why had international peace collapsed by 19397
You have covered a lot of materialin the last two chapters. In ths task you are
going to make sure that you have the important events and developments clear

in your mind.

1 Work in groups of six. Each take a blank sheet of paper and write a heading like
the ones on the right. On your sheet summarise the ways in which this factor

helped to bring about the war.

2 Now come back together as a group and write your own summary of how the
war broke out. You can use this structure, but set yourself a word limit of
75 words per paragraph, less if you can.

Paragraph 1:

(Thisis the place to explain how resentment
against the Versailles Treaty brought Hitler
to power in the fist place and guided his
actions in the 1930s.)

Paragraph 2:

(Here you should explain how the failure
of th Hitler and made

£ '?uh:/x ‘.ij;;
the First World War 2. 7.¢ £
1}ar¢?cu|ayly the the I.e:;v’:ra;f
Featy of Veisailles i

3 The worldwide
‘;canam?c
‘epression HThe po||cy of
Appeasement
5 The Nazi—Soviet
= ©Hitlers actions

and particularly his
foreign policy

There were important long-term factors which help to explain why war broke
outin 1959, One factor was the Versailles Treaty. It was important because ....

The failure of the League of Nations in the 19305 also contributed towards
the outbreak of war. This was because ...

e
him think he could achieve his aims.)

Paragraph 3:

(Here you should explain how the
Depression was an underlying cause of the
failure of the League, Japan's aggression
and Hitler's rise to power)

Paragraph 4:

(Here you should briefly describe what
Appeasement was, and how instead of
stopping Hitler it encouraged him. You
could also point out the links between
Appeasement and the Depression.)
Paragraph 5:

(Here you should explain how the Nazi-
Soviet Pact led to the invasion of Poland
and how that n turn led to war. You could
also point out that these short-term factors
probably could not have happened if there
had not been a policy of Appeasement.)

Paragraph 6:

(Here you should comment on Hiler's overall
responsibiity. How far do you agree that
Hitler wanted war, planned for it, and i so
does that mean he caused the war?)

Paragraph 7:

(Here you should indicate which factor(s)
you think were most important. This is
Where you should bring in any of the factors
you discussed in stage 5 of the Focus Task.)

Economic factors also played an important role. The worldwide economic
Depression ...

Another factor which helps to explain the outbreak of war was the policy of
Appeasement: Appeasement-...

There were also key short-term factors which actually sparked off the war.
One of these was ...

Some people describe the Second World War as Hitler’s war. I think this is a
GOOD/POOR description because. ..

All of these factors played important roles. However, [INSERT YOUR
CHOICE OF FACTOR(S)] was / were particularly important because ...

\
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Reaching a judgement

Almost there! In the last task you wrote a clear explanation
of the various reasons why peace collapsed by 1939.
Unfortunately, this is not enough! You akso need to be able
to compare the importance of these reasons (or factors) and
see the links between them. For example, if you were asked

this question:
“The Nezi Soviet Pact of 1939 was more important than the
policy of Appeasement in causing the Second World War.”
How far do you agree with this statement?

what would you say? Most students find it hard to explain
what they think and end up giving information about
each factor (describing events) rather than making a
judgement and supporting it. This review task helps you
o overcome this problem.

Factor 1: The Treaty of Versailles

1? Versailles and the other Treaties created a stuation in
Europe which made war inevitable. It was only a matter of time
before Germany tried to seek revenge, overturn the Treaty and
start another war. Many commentators felt at the time that it
was only a question of when war might come not whether it

.

Important? The Treaties contributed to the tensions of the
time but they did not create them. Politicians in the 1930s
could have defended the treaties or changed them. It was
political choices in the 1930s which caused war not the
treaties.

Factor 3: The worldwide economic Depression
eitcalr The Depression crticaly weskened the League of
yed the spirt of international cooperation
WhichFad bmnup in the 19205 and set countries against each
xSt e Do ion i ' s piotisns se
could not have been a war
Important? The Depression was certainly important — it made
Japan and Ital invade Manchuria and Abyssinia. It brought
Hitler to power in Germany and started German rearmament.
However i Inked 0 al the otherfactors it i ot cause
the war in itsef. Even with the Depression Hitler could have
been stopped if Brtain and France had had the will o resist
i ot 7 ke e ek

Factor 5: The Nazi-Soviet Pact

al? Although Hitler thought that Britain and France
‘would not fight him he was nat sure about the Soviet Union.
So the Soviet Union was the only country that stood in the way
of his plans. Without the Nazi-Soviet Pact Hitler would not
have taken the gamble to invade Poland and war would never
have begun.

Important? The Pact allowed Hitler to invade Poland, but

war was already inevitable before that - due to Hitlers actions
and his hatred of Communism. Hitler had made clear his plans
to take land from the USSR. Plus which it was the policy of
Appeasement that drove Stalin to sign the Pact because he
thought he could not rely on the support of Britain or France to
oppose Hitler.

Collapse Of Internat.

Stage 1: Understand and evaluate each factor

There are six major factors. The cards analyse why each one

‘might be seen as:

+ a critical factor (i.e. the war probably would not have
happened without it) or just

+ one of several important factors (i.e. the war could still
possibly have happened without it).

2) Read the cards carefully to make sure you understand the
arguments.

b) For each of the “killer sources’ 1-6 (on page 72) decide
whether this supports the argument that this factor was.
critical or just one of several important factors.

Factor 2: The failure of the League of Nations
+ Critical? The League of Nations' job was to make sure that
disputes were sorted out legaly. In the 1920s it created a spirt
of cooperation. But, in Manchuria 1931 and Abyss\ma 1935-36
the League completely failed to stand up to aggression by
Japan and Italy. This encouraged Huler‘s aggressmn fmm 1936
wards since he believed no one o
e e ot ety b e il
eeperf even in the 1920s it gave in to Italy over Corfu.
e bt 3w e e ke
it encouraged Hitler but even if the League had been stronger
Hitler would stil have tried to overtum the Treaty of Versailles
and to destroy Communism.

Factor 4: The policy of Appeasement
tical? Appeasement was critcal because it made Hitler think
he coul ge away i anything.Bian and France could

ter in 1936 when he marched troops into the
R o e e T Fn s point on Hitler felt
he could not lose and took gamble after gamble. As a result of
appeasement he did not even believe Britain would fight him
‘when he invaded Poland in 1939.
Important? The policy of Appeasement only came about
because, without the USA, the Leagu of Nations, and its
leading members, Bitain and France, were not strong enough
{o keep peace. The Depression 50 eskencd Ban and France
that they did not have the money to oppose policy
of sppeasement wouldnot have been lowed without thee
other factors

-

Factor 6: Hitler's actions

Criical? There could have been no war without Hiter, It was

Hilrs viion of Lebenstaum i htred of Communis and

his the h led
towar He consclously bullt up Germany's army and weapons
with the intention of taking it to war. At each stage of the road
to war from 1936 to 1939 it was Hitler's beliefs or actions or
decisions that caused the problem.

+ Important? Hifler was the gambler. He only did what he
could get away with. So without the weakness of the League
of Nations, o the reluctance of Brtain, France, or the Soviet
Union to stand up to him; without the flawed Treaties; without
the sonamic robems of the 19305 Hitler would not have
got anywhere. He would have been forced to follow a more

peaceful foreign policy and there would have been no war.
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Stage 2: Investigate connections between factors

From Stage 1 it should be clear to you that these factors are connected to each other. Let's investigate these connections.

2) Make six simple cards with just the factor heading.

b) Display your cards on  large sheet of paper and draw lines connecting them together. Some links are already mentioned
on the cards on page 71 but you may be able to think of many more.

©) Write an explanation along each link. For example between ‘the policy of Appeasement’ and ‘The Nazi-Soviet Pact’ you
might write:
“The policy of Appeasement helped cause the Nazi-Soviet Pact. It alarmed Stalin so that he felt he had to make his own
deal with Hitler thinking that France and Britain would just give him whatever he wanted.”

d) Take a photo of your finished chart.

Stage 3: Rank the factors

Which of these factors is most important? In Stage 2 you will already have started to draw your own conclusions about this. It

will be really helpful when you come to answering questions about relative importance if you have already decided what you

think! Remember there is no right answer to which is most important but whatever your view you must be able to support it

with key points and with evidence. So:
2) Take your cards and put them in a rank order of importance.

) To ustiy your order, i the space between each card you need to be able to complete this sentence:

"X was more important than Y because...
Stage 4: Compare two factors
Back to the question we started with:

“The Nazi Soviet Pact of 1939 was more important than the policy of Appeasement in causing the Second World War." How

far do you agree with this statement?

With all the thinking that you have done you should have already made up your mind on what you think, but to help you
structure and support your argument you could complete a chart like this. NB if you can include the killer source in your

written answer all the better.

Reasons more important

Reasons less important

Policy of Appeasement

Nazi-Soviet Pact

Killer sources and quotations

SOURCE 4

SOURCE 3

When war came in 1939, it was a result of twenty years
of decisions taken or not taken, not of arrangements made
in 1919,

Historian Margaret Macmillan writing in 2001

If new accounts by historians show that statesmen were
able to use the League to ease tensions and win time in
the 19205, no such case appears possible for the 1930s.
Indeed, the League’s processes may have played a role in
that ion. Diplomacy requires leaders who can

SOURCE o

The failure of the Werld Disarmament Conference not

only crushed the hopes of many supporters of the League
of Nations and the discrmament movements but aso
strengthened the ranks of those who opted for appeasement
or some form of pacifism. Pressures for collective action
‘gave way to policies of self-defence, neutrality and isolation.
Against such a background, the balance of power shifted
steadly away from the status quo nations in the direction
of those who favoured its destruction. The reconstruction

of the 19205 was not inevitably doomed to collapse by

the start of the | 930s. Rather, the demise of the Weimar
Republic and the triumph of Hitler proved the motor force
of destructive systemic change.

Historian Zara Steiner writing in 2011

speak for their states; it requires secrecy; and it requires
the ability to make credible threats. The Covenant’s
security arangements met none of those criteria.

Historian Susan Pedersen writing in 2007

SOURCE 4

We turn our eyes towards the lands of the east . . .
When we speak of new territory in Europe today, we must
principally think of Russia and the border states subject to
her. Destiny itself seems to wish to point out the way for

us here. Colonisation of the easten frontiers s of extreme
importance. It will be the duty of Germany’s foreign policy
to provide large spaces for the nourishment and settlement
of the growing population of Germany.

Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, 1923
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SOURCE &2 SOURCE =
The vindictiveness of British and French peace terms The effects of the depression encouraged not only
helped to pave the way for Nazism in Germany and a the emergence of authoritarian and interventionist

renewal of hostilties. World War 2 resulted from the very  governments but led to the shattering of the global
sily and humiliating punitive peace imposed on Germany  financial system. Most European states followed ‘beggar-
after World Wr 1. thy-neighbour” tactics. Germany, Hungary, and most

of the East European states embarked on defensive

Historian George Kennan writing in 1984 o conomic policies — often at cost to their neighbours.

SOURCE ¢ Historian Zara Steiner writing in 2011
By repeatedly surendering to force, Chamberlain has

encouraged aggression. .. our central contention, therefore, is [l = ¢=19 3 M i £= Lo AL =]
that Mr Chamberiain’s poiicy has throughout been bﬂsed on See pages 168-175 and pages 316-319 for advice on the
a fatal mis of the psychology of dic ) dlﬂerem types of questions you might face.
1 (a) What was the policy of Appeasement? [4]
The Yorkshire Post, December 1938. (b) What was the significance of the Munich
& Agreement of 19387 [6]
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until Britain was ready.” How far do you agree with

(<) ‘Appeasement was a wise policy that delayed war
this statement? Explain your answer. [10]

Make sure you know what these The collapse of international peace
terms mean and are able to define 1 The late 19205 had been a time of hope for interational relations with a
them confidently. series of agreements that seemed to make the world a more peaceful place

Essential with countries co-operating and trading with each other.

+ Anschluss 2 The Great Depression of the 1930s led to political turmail in many countries
+ Anti-Comintem Pact and the rise of the dictators such as Hitler in Germany. Hitler formed alliances
+ Appeasement with other right-wing regimes in Italy and Japan.

+ Bolshevism 3 Germany was still unhappy about its treatment under the Treaty of Versailles
# Gommanisni and Hitler set out to challenge the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, fist of all
+ Lebensraum by rearming Germany (secretly from 1933, then publicly from 1935).

+ Mein Kampf 4 He also challenged the Treaty, for example by sending troops into the

+ Rearmament demilitarised zone of the Rhineland in 1936.

+ Remilitaisation 5 The League of Nations and Britain and France did not try to stop Hitler doing
+ Spanish Givil War these things. This policy was called Appeasement - giving Hitler what he

+ Sudetenland wanted in the hope he would not ask for more.

+ The Munich Agreement 6 The most famous act of Appeasement was over the Sudetenland —an area
+ The Nazi-Soviet Pact of Czechoslovakia that Hitler wanted to take over.

+ The Polish Corridor 7 In the Munich Agreement (October 1938) Britain and France let Hitler

have the Sudetenland as long as he did not try to take over the rest of

Useful Czechoslovakia. When Hitler invaded the rest of Czechoslovakia in early 1939
+ Conscription it marked the end of the policy of Appeasement and they told Hitler that any
+ Mobilised further expansion would lead to war.

+ Radical 8 Although Hitler was very anti-Communist and saw Stalin and the USSR as his

+ 'The November Criminals’ enemy he signed a Pact with Stalin in 1939 to not attack each other but to
- divide Poland between them.

When Hitler invaded Poland in September 1939 Britain declared war on
Germany.

Hitler's foreign policy played a major role in causing the Second World

War but historians argue that there were other very important factors that
contributed as wel, particularly the economic Depression, the failures of
the League of Nations and the unfaimess of the post-First World War peace
treaties.

©
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